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Meet our incoming  
residents and fellows!

Eduardo C. Alfonso, M.D.
Kathleen and Stanley J. Glaser  
Chair in Ophthalmology
Chair, Bascom Palmer  
Eye Institute
Resident, 1984

Steven J. Gedde, M.D.
John G. Clarkson Chair  
in Ophthalmology
Vice Chair, Education
Fellow, 1996

Chris R. Alabiad, M.D.
Brand Butcher Youngdahl Chair 
in Ophthalmology
Residency Program Director
Resident, Fellow, 2010

At the Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, we regard the 
education of our residents and fellows as one of 
our highest priorities. We are proud that our training 
programs are considered the crown jewel of the 
Institute. Our goal is to develop outstanding trainees 
to become the best ophthalmologists they can be. 
Welcome to the next generation of thought leaders in 
the world of ophthalmology.



Jonathan D. Tijerina, M.D., M.A.
Chief Resident, Anterior Segment/Emergency Department 
B.S. Baylor University
M.D. Stanford University 
Res. Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

The Bascom Palmer Eye Institute is pleased to introduce  
Jonathan D. Tijerina, M.D., M.A., Bascom Palmer’s inaugural  
Chief Resident, Anterior Segment/Emergency Department.

In this role, Dr. Tijerina will teach residents the fundamentals of 
cataract surgery and anterior segment ocular trauma, oversee 
resident activities in the Institute’s 24-hour Eye Emergency 
Department, and manage the resident morning lecture curriculum.



1st Year ResidentsOphthalmology Interns
Our ophthalmology residents complete a joint ophthalmology  
internship with Jackson Memorial Hospital and the University of Miami. 
They spend three months on ophthalmology rotations at the Bascom  
Palmer Eye Institute and the Miami Veterans Affairs Hospital.

Khalid El-Jack, M.D.
B.S. Boston University
M.D. University of Pennsylvania

Victoria Marks, M.D
B.S. Yale University	
M.D. Yale University

Lauren N. Hucko, M.D., M.P.H.
B.A. Washington University in St. Louis
M.D. University of Miami

Bryant A. Menke, M.D. 
B.S. University of Nebraska at Kearney
M.D. University of Nebraska

Persiana S. Saffari, M.D., M.S.
B.S. Stanford University	
M.D. University of California, Los 
Angeles

Victor Sanchez, M.D.
B.A. University of Florida	
M.D. New York University

Jacob F. Smith, M.D., M.S.
B.S. Brigham Young University	
M.D. Mayo Clinic Alix School of 
Medicine - Arizona

Michael Y. Zhao, M.D.
B.S. University of Texas at Austin	
M.D. University of Texas at Houston

Mya Abousy, M.D.
B.A. Princeton University
M.D. Johns Hopkins University

Molly P. Aldred, M.D.
B.A. University of Texas at Austin
M.D. University of Texas at Houston

Kisha Kalra, M.D.
B.S. Middlebury College
M.D. University of Vermont

Matthew J. McSoley, M.D.,  
M.P.H. 
B.A. Florida State University
M.D. University of Miami

Mario Cale, M.D.
B.S. University of Michigan
M.D. University of California, Los 
Angeles

Quintin Richardson, M.D.
B.S. Louisiana State University
M.D. University of California,  
San Francisco

Piero Carletti, M.D.
B.S. University of South Florida		
M.D. Nova Southeastern University



Akaanksh Shetty, M.D.
B.S., B.A. University of Texas  
at Austin
M.D. Texas Tech University 

Brandon H. Pham, M.D.
B.S. University of California,  
Los Angeles
M.D. Stanford University 

Benjamin I. Meyer, M.D.
B.S. Yale University
M.D. Emory University 

Elli A. Park, M.D.
B.A. Dartmouth College 
M.D. Boston University

Jonathan S. Yi, M.D. 
B.S. Western Washington University
M.D. University of Washington

Ronaldo Nuesi, M.D.
B.S. University of Florida
M.D. Florida International University

Yasman Moshiri, M.D.
B.S. University of Washington 
M.D. University of Washington

2nd Year Residents 3rd Year Residents

Spencer C. Barrett, M.D.
B.S. Texas A&M University
M.D. Baylor College of Medicine

Caroline M. Borie, M.D.
B.S. Auburn University
M.D. University of Texas Southwestern 

Nina D. Diklich, M.D.
B.S. Aquinas College
M.D. Oakland University

Sugi Panneerselvam, M.D. 
B.A. Rice University
M.D. Baylor College of Medicine

Joseph D. Pecha, M.D., M.P.H.
B.S. University of Dallas
M.D. Baylor College of Medicine

Kai R. Seely, M.D., M.H.Sc.
B.S. University of Portland
M.D. Duke University School  
of Medicine

Zachary E. Snow, M.D.
B.S. University of Georgia
M.D. Columbia University 

Matthew J. McSoley, M.D.,  
M.P.H. 
B.A. Florida State University
M.D. University of Miami



Fellows

Maura Abraham Marin, M.D.
Ocular Oncology
M.D. Central University of Venezuela
Res: Central University of Venezuela

Alessandro A. Jammal, M.D., 
Ph.D. 
Glaucoma, PBG 
M.D. Universidade de Uberaba, Brazil
Res: Universidade Federal do  
Triângulo Mineiro, Brazil 

Natalie DeBolske, M.D.
Glaucoma
M.D. Baylor College of Medicine
Res. University of Alabama at  
Birmingham

Samera Ahmad, M.D. 
Cornea
M.D. Emory University School  
of Medicine
Res: Emory Eye Center

William I. Evans, M.D.
Oculoplastics
M.D. University of Tennessee
Res: Hamilton Eye Institute

Samantha M. Arsenault, M.D. 
Cornea
M.D. Wayne State University 
School of Medicine
Res: Baylor College of Medicine

Omar J. Farhat, M.D.
Glaucoma, PBG
M.D. University of Kansas  
Medical Center
Res: Albany Medical Center

Nithya Boopathiraj, M.D.
Medical Retina
M.D. Tamil Nadu Dr. MGR  
Medical University, India
Res: Tamil Nadu Dr. MGR  
Medical University, India

Juan S. Guerrero Rey, M.D.
International Oculoplastics
M.D. Pontificia Universidad  
Javeriana, Colombia
Res: Pontificia Universidad  
Javeriana, Colombia

Naomi E. Gutkind, M.D.
Glaucoma
M.D. University of Pennsylvania
Res: Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

Christine Hakimeh, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
M.D. University of Kalamoon, Syria
Res: Youssef Al Azmeh Hospital, 
Syria

Jerry Hsu, M.D., M.S.
Cornea
M.D. Northwestern University
Res: New York Eye and Ear  
Infirmary

Marjan Imani Fooladi, M.D. 
Medical Retina
M.D. Mashhad University, Iran
Res: Iran University of Medical 
Sciences

Tyler M. Kaplan, M.D.
Glaucoma
M.D. Chicago Medical School
Res: Mayo Clinic

Hassan Khojasteh Jafari, M.D. 
Medical Retina
M.D. Tabriz University, Iran
Res: Tehran University, Iran

Miguel E. Hernandez
Ocular Pathology
M.D. Ponce School of Medicine, 
Puerto Rico (in progress)

Maria A. Idarraga 
Ocular Pathology
M.D. Universidad de La Sabana, 
Colombia (in progress)

Daniel Balikov, M.D., Ph.D.
Surgical Retina
M.D. Vanderbilt University
Res: University of Michigan 

Jacob Fondriest, M.D.
Cornea, PBG
M.D. University of Cincinnati
Res: Rush University

Jeffrey Brown, M.D. 
Retina
M.D. University of Illinois  
College of Medicine at Peoria
Res: Mount Sinai School of 
Medicine



Fellows

Jerry Hsu, M.D., M.S.
Cornea
M.D. Northwestern University
Res: New York Eye and Ear  
Infirmary

Hassan Khojasteh Jafari, M.D. 
Medical Retina
M.D. Tabriz University, Iran
Res: Tehran University, Iran

Lauren C. Kiryakoza, M.D. 
Surgical Retina
M.D. Michigan State University
Res: Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

Ali Masoudi, M.D. 
Medical Retina
M.D. Oroumieh University, Iran
Res: Shahid Beheshti University, 
Iran

Landon J. Rohowetz, M.D.
Surgical Retina
M.D. University of Missouri -  
Kansas City
Res: Bascom Palmer  
Eye Institute

Potyra Rosa, M.D.
Neuro-Ophthalmology
M.D. Universidade Iguaçu, Brazil
Res: Hospital Universitário  
Clementino Fraga Filho, Brazil

Imane Tarib, M.D.
Cornea, PBG
M.D. Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah 
University, Morocco
Res: Mohamed V Military Hospital, 
Morocco

Raul Ruiz Lozano, M.D.
Uveitis
M.D: Tecnológico de Monterrey, 
Mexico
Res: Tecnológico de Monterrey, 
Mexico

Tejus Pradeep, M.D.
Oculoplastics
M.D. Johns Hopkins University 
Res: University of Pennsylvania

Daniela Teijelo, M.D.  
Neuro-Ophthalmology
M.D. Indiana University
Res: Neurology, University of 
Miami/Jackson Health System

Pablo E. Ravenna, M.D.
Neuro-Ophthalmology
M.D. Universidad Abierta  
Interamericana, Argentina
Res: Neurology, Rutgers University
Res: Ophthalmology, San Isidro 
Central Hospital, Argentina

Despoina Theotoka, M.D.  
Cornea
M.D. Safarik University, Slovakia
Res: Yale New Haven Hospital

Jiaxing Wang, M.D., Ph.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
M.D. Tianjin University, China
Res: Tianjin University, China

Ramsey Yusuf, M.D. 
Glaucoma
M.D. Yale University
Res: Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

Michael T. Massengill, M.D.,  
Ph.D. 
Surgical Retina 
M.D. University of Florida
Res: Illinois Eye & Ear Infirmary

Francesco Pozzo Giuffrida,  
M.D. 
International Cornea 
M.D. Universita’ Vita-Salute San 
Raffaele, Italy
Res: University of Milan, Italy

Anthar Shadmani, M.D.
Medical Retina, Naples
M.D. Shiraz University, Iran
Res: Shiraz University, Iran

Alireza Mahmoudi, M.D. 
Medical Retina,PBG
M.D. Ilam University, Iran
Res: Tehran University, Iran

Charles Zhang, M.D. 
Surgical Retina
M.D. SUNY Buffalo
Res: SUNY Buffalo




