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improving sight, preventing blindness, and advancing ophthalmic knowledge 

through compassionate patient care and innovative vision research.
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Celebrating Six Decades  
of Vision Leadership

Dear Friends and Colleagues:

Since our founding back in 1962, Bascom Palmer 
Eye Institute has been dedicated to finding and 
delivering the best possible vision care to our 
patients.  Through the years, we have steadily 
expanded our research, clinical, and educational 
programs to support patients and families, find  
new treatments for blinding diseases, and train 
vision professionals from around the world.

Today, our Institute is a global leader in advancing 
our understanding of diseases of the cornea, retina, 
vitreous and optic nerve, including glaucoma, 

melanoma, orbital cancer, dry eye syndrome, and dozens of rare conditions 
affecting children and adults.

Every day, our researchers collaborate with our colleagues at the University 
of Miami Miller School of Medicine in fields like genetics and regenerative 
medicine, bringing leading-edge treatments to our patients.  We also work 
closely with vision specialists around the world, sharing ideas and insights,  
and launching new laboratory and clinical research initiatives. 

In this issue of Images, you can read about our team’s latest advancements 
in diagnosing and treating glaucoma, one of the world’s leading causes of 
blindness.  Our scientists and clinicians are using powerful technologies to 
advance the frontiers of glaucoma care, including large-scale clinical databases, 
artificial intelligence (AI), advanced imaging technologies, and genetic studies.

We are also proud to salute the vision heroes in our Emergency Department, 
including our physicians, residents, fellows, nurses, technicians, and support 
staff. Every day, they treat traumatic injuries, infectious diseases, retinal 
detachments, and a wide range of other conditions. By prompt and effective 
treatment of vision emergencies, our team has been successful in preserving 
vision for thousands of patients a year from Florida, the Caribbean, and Latin 
America.  

As we move into our 60th anniversary year, I would like to convey our gratitude 
to our philanthropic donors, companies, and foundations. Your financial support 
plays a vital role in advancing our mission of improving sight, preventing 
blindness, and advancing ophthalmic knowledge through compassionate 
patient care and innovative research. Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Eduardo C. Alfonso, M.D.
Kathleen and Stanley J. Glaser Chair in Ophthalmology
Director, Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

http://bascompalmer.org
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Uncovering 
Glaucoma’s  

Secrets
Dr. Steven Gedde

Bascom Palmer’s 
researchers  
use new tools 
and strategies  
to advance  
treatments for 
global blinding 
disease

For more than five decades, Bascom Palmer Eye 
Institute has been a leader in developing better treat-
ments for glaucoma, a blinding disease that still holds 
many secrets. Through the years, advances in medica-
tions and surgical procedures have succeeded in stabiliz-
ing or slowing the progression of vision loss in millions of 
glaucoma patients around the world.  

Glaucoma often involves high levels of pressure 
inside the eye. The front part of the eye is filled with a 
clear fluid called aqueous humor that nourishes nearby 
tissues and then leaves the chamber through the trabec-
ular network, a meshwork-like drainage system located 
in the “angle.” Usually, the fluid flows smoothly through 
the trabecular network, keeping eye pressure at a normal 
level.  

However, in open-angle glaucoma, the most com-
mon type, the eye drainage system does not work prop-
erly. Instead, the fluid builds up creating high intraocular 
pressure (IOP) that damages the sensitive optic nerve and 
results in gradual vision loss.

Now, Bascom Palmer’s scientists and clinical re-
searchers are using new tools and strategies to bet-
ter understand the underlying nature of glaucoma in 
adult and pediatric patients. “The focus of our research 

over the years has been finding therapies to improve 
patient care,” said Richard K. Parrish, II, M.D., who 
leads Bascom Palmer’s glaucoma service. A professor of 
ophthalmology and the Edward W. D. Norton Chair in 
Ophthalmology, he adds, “We have also trained hun-
dreds of glaucoma specialists who share our vision and 
continue to educate the next generation of physicians.” 

Today, the Institute’s researchers are using power-
ful 21st-century technologies to advance the frontiers 
of glaucoma care. “To understand the drivers of this 
disease, we are analyzing large-scale clinical databases, 
developing artificial intelligence (AI) algorithms, deploy-
ing advanced imaging technologies, and studying 
family genetics,” said Parrish. “We are also carefully 
reviewing medications and surgical procedures to 
determine the most effective approach for individual 
patients.” 

Improving Glaucoma Surgeries

For decades, ophthalmic surgeons have performed a 
filtration procedure called a trabeculectomy to open an 
exit passage for the fluid inside the eye and lower the 
intraocular pressure that can damage the optic nerve in 
glaucoma patients. However, the body’s natural healing 

OPEN-ANGLE GLAUCOMA is the most 
common type of glaucoma. Increased 
resistance in the trabecular meshwork 
prevents proper drainage of aqueous 
humor. The continued inflow of the fluid 
raises the eye’s intraocular pressure.

CLOSED-ANGLE GLAUCOMA  
involves blockage of aqueous humor 
outflow because the angle is closed, 
frequently causing a more sudden 
increase in eye pressure.

Uncovering 
Glaucoma’s  

Secrets
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defenses sometimes close the passage. In the early 
1980s, Parrish and biomedical engineer Jean-Marie Parel, 
Ph.D., Ing., ETS-G, director of the Institute’s Ophthalmic 
Biophysics Center, developed a system to insert a con-
trolled-release drug called 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) following 
the trabeculectomy.  

ELEVATED INTRAOCULAR PRESSURE AND GLAUCOMA

Impaired drainage of aqueous humor causes an 
increase in intraocular pressure, which damages the 
optic nerve in glaucoma.

Parrish later took part in the National Eye Institute’s 
Fluorouracil Filtering Surgery Study, which showed that 
using 5-FU resulted in substantially higher success rates 
in terms of controlling intraocular pressure. He also co-
chaired the Ocular Hypertension Treatment Study (OHTS) 
sponsored by the National Eye Institute of the National 
Institutes of Health (NEI/NIH). The results, published in 
2002, indicated that eye drops used to treat elevated 
pressure inside the eye can be effective in delaying the 
onset of glaucoma. Parrish is now taking part in a 20-
year follow-up study involving the OHTS participants 
scheduled for completion in 2022.

Tube Versus Trabeculectomy

Another study with worldwide impact on glaucoma 
care was co-chaired by Steven J. Gedde, M.D., profes-
sor of ophthalmology and the John G. Clarkson Chair 
in Ophthalmology, as well as Bascom Palmer’s vice chair 
for education. The “Tube Versus Trabeculectomy (TVT)” 
Study is a multicenter randomized clinical trial compar-
ing the safety and efficacy of tube shunt surgery and 
trabeculectomy with mitomycin C in patients with prior 
ocular surgery.

“The focus of our research over the 
years has been finding therapies 
to improve patient care. We have 
also trained hundreds of glaucoma 
specialists who share our vision 
and continue to educate the next 
generation of physicians.” 

– Dr. Richard Parrish

Dr. Richard Parrish

“Our collaborative study found a higher success rate 
with the tube shunt surgery compared with trabeculec-
tomy,” said Gedde in publishing the five-year findings 
in 2012. “That supported a shift in practice patterns 
toward the use of the tube shunts as an alternative to 
trabeculectomy.”

The outcomes of the TVT study prompted a second 
trial, the Primary Tube Versus Trabeculectomy (PTVT) 
Study, that enrolled glaucoma patients without prior 
ocular surgery. “Both tube shunt surgery and trab-
eculectomy with mitomycin C produced similar IOP 
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reduction and surgical success rates,” said 
Gedde who presented the results at the 
2021 meeting of the American Academy of 
Ophthalmology (AAO). “Prior to this study, 
tube shunts were reserved for the most 
challenging cases. Now, the findings sug-
gest that tube shunts may be an appropri-
ate choice in a wider patient population.” 

WHAT IS GLAUCOMA?

Glaucoma is a leading 
cause of blindness that 
affects more than three 
million Americans. It is 
a family of more than 
30 diseases that affects 
pressure within the eye 
and damages the optic 
nerve.  Loss of sight from 
glaucoma can often be 
prevented with early 
treatment.

WHO IS AT RISK FOR 
GLAUCOMA? 

Some people have a 
higher than normal risk 
of getting glaucoma.  This 
includes people who:

are over age 40
have family members  
with glaucoma
are of African, Hispanic,  
or Asian heritage
have high eye pressure
are farsighted or  
nearsighted
have had an eye injury
use long-term steroid  
medications
have corneas that are  
thin in the center
have thinning of the  
optic nerve
have diabetes,  
migraines, high blood  
pressure, poor  
circulation of other  
health problems  
affecting the whole  
body.

Courtesy of American Academy 
of Ophthalmology

Regular Eye examinations 
by an ophthalmologist 
are the best way to detect 
glaucoma.

To schedule an 
appointment with a 
glaucoma specialist, 
please call  
1-888-845-0002
or visit us online at 
bascompalmer.org

Normal-pressure Glaucoma

Dr. David Greenfield

NORMAL OPTIC NERVE AND FIELD OF VISION

Abnormal, increased pressure within the eye due 
to various mechanisms can damage the eye’s optic 
nerve, resulting in loss of vision over time, and 
possible blindness.

While therapeutic interventions for glau-
coma typically focus on reducing intraocular 
pressure, the disease continues to progress 
in a subset of patients, despite adequate 
control of IOP. This suggests that other fac-
tors may play a role, such as impaired blood 
flow to the optic nerve, according to David 
S. Greenfield, M.D., professor of ophthal-
mology, Douglas R. Anderson Chair in 
Ophthalmology and vice chair for academic 
affairs. Greenfield served as a principal 
investigator for the multicenter randomized 

“Low-pressure Glaucoma Treatment Study,” and for 
the past three decades, his research has advanced 
the understanding and treatment of normal-pressure 
glaucoma. 

Greenfield is using optical coherence tomography 
angiography (OCTA) to examine the microvascular capil-
lary networks with the optic nerve and retina of glau-
coma patients. “The details of the relationship between 
ocular blood flow and glaucoma have remained a mys-
tery for decades, in part due to technologic limitations 
of imaging technology,” said Greenfield, who is prin-
cipal investigator of the four-year Vascular Imaging in 
Glaucoma Study (VIGS), funded by philanthropic donors. 

OCTA uses the motion of red blood cells as an 
intrinsic contrast agent to create reproducible images 
of microvascular networks rapidly and non-invasively. 
This non-invasive OCTA imaging can measure changes 
in capillary density in the central macula and regions 
around the optic nerve head that can lead to glaucoma. 
Patients in the study also wear a noninvasive device at 
home that records systolic and diastolic blood pressure 
and heart rate every 30 minutes over 24 hours. 

http://bascompalmer.org
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“We hope to gain insight as to why glaucoma pro-
gresses despite good intraocular pressure control. We 
believe that the data from this study will allow us to 
better understand the relationship between glaucoma 
and blood pressure,” said Greenfield. 

“Blood pressure may represent a novel treatment 
target in patients with glaucoma. In addition, OCTA 
may prove to be a robust tool for predicting who de-
velops glaucomatous vision loss.”

GLAUCOMA OPTIC NERVE AND FIELD OF VISION

Damage to the optic nerve usually causes loss of 
side vision first, followed by loss of critical central 
vision. Note cupping of the disc from increased 
pressure. 

IRIS® Registry

One of the most exciting advances in glaucoma 
research is just getting underway, and once again, 
Bascom Palmer is at the forefront. In 2013, the 
American Academy of Ophthalmology (AAO) launched 
the nation’s first comprehensive eye disease clinical 
registry. Now more than 15,700 ophthalmologists and 
other clinicians are voluntarily contributing de-identi-
fied data from patients’ electronic health records (EHRs) 
to the IRIS Registry, named for Intelligent Research In 
Sight. As of July 1, 2021, the IRIS Registry database 
contained more than 397 million visits for more than 

69 million unique patients, 
according to Flora Lum, 
M.D., vice president, quality 
and data science, American 
Academy of Ophthalmology.

“Statistical analysis of the 
best treatments for glaucoma 
is essential because there is a 
wide variation in the severity 
of the disease and physicians 
use different therapies,” said 
biostatistician and scientist Elizabeth A. Vanner, Ph.D., 
Bascom Palmer’s director of biostatistics. “However, it 
takes extensive work to translate the data uploaded 
from providers, which is adequate for administrative 
purposes, into clinical data for research purposes.”  

For instance, an electronic health record may 
indicate a visual field assessment was performed on 
a glaucoma patient, but not give the results. Or, the 
record might not indicate whether a certain medica-
tion was given to the right or left eye – a challenge for 
research since glaucoma may advance faster in one 
eye than the other.

“While there are shortcomings, the IRIS Registry 
opens the door to new types of research studies, 
including large-scale studies that require extensive 
computing power,” Vanner said. “Bascom Palmer is 
also fortunate to have a strong biostatistics depart-
ment that receives grant support from our donors.”

Dr. Elizabeth Vanner

Tapping the Power of the IRIS Registry

In 2018, Bascom Palmer launched its first study using 
the IRIS Registry. Vanner, who was awarded a 2018 
Research to Prevent Blindness and AAO grant, along 
with senior biostatistician and scientist William Feuer, 
M.S., a leader in ophthalmology research, led that 
study, which compared real-world patient surgical data 
with the Tube Versus Trabeculectomy Study, to deter-
mine whether the TVT results could be replicated.  
Since then, Bascom Palmer’s researchers have been 
awarded grants for three more studies using the IRIS 
Registry data. Ta Chen Peter Chang, M.D., associate 
professor of clinical ophthalmology, recently com-
pleted an analysis of how well glaucoma patients’ eyes 
responded to laser trabeculoplasty (LTP), an alternative 
to surgical procedures to open a fluid drainage pas-
sage. That study, funded by a grant from the American 
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Glaucoma Society, included results 
from 79,332 patients/eyes with pri-
mary open-angle glaucoma. 

Dr. Ta Chen Peter Chang

“Having 
access to  
this 
nationwide 
(IRIS 
Registry)
database 
gives us 
better 
information 
to guide 
our clinical 

decisions.”   

– Dr. Ta Chen Peter  
Chang

“We know that lasers can have a 
positive impact, but without access to 
the registry, it was difficult to deter-
mine the real-world impact,” said 
Chang, whose two papers from the 
study covered patient responsiveness 
to laser treatments and the duration 
of that response. “It was encourag-
ing to see the results from the study 
matched our own clinical experience 
here at Bascom Palmer.”

Chang said the study might help 
ophthalmologists decide whether to 
begin treating glaucoma with medi-

cations or to use an initial laser treatment to reduce 
IOP. “The study found that patients who were not on 
drops and responded to the laser treatment were able 
to remain medication-free for close to a year,” he said. 
“That indicates laser therapy is a very viable alterna-
tive, particularly for patients who may find it difficult to 
adhere to a medication regimen.”

Another important finding was that laser trabecu-
loplasty reduced the need for medications in patients 
with relatively normal eye pressure. Because clinical 
trials typically enroll patients with fairly high intraocular 
pressure, clinicians would not have known the poten-
tial benefits of laser treatments in this second group of 
patients without the IRIS Registry data. “Since it takes 
six to eight weeks for a laser treatment to be apparent, 
it is difficult for practitioners to make comparative as-
sessments,” he added. “Having access to this nation-
wide database gives us better information to guide our 
clinical decisions.” 

A third IRIS Registry study, “Change in Intraocular 
Pressure Following Stand-Alone Phacoemulsification,” 
is being led by Adam Rothman, M.D., assistant profes-
sor of clinical ophthalmology, who was awarded a 
2020 Research to Prevent Blindness and AAO grant.

“My project involves investigating the change in 
eye pressure following cataract surgery,” Rothman 
said. “Cataracts and glaucoma are two leading causes 
of blindness worldwide and several prior studies sug-
gest cataract surgery reduces eye pressure.”

Dr. Adam Rothman

Rothman’s project aims to 
validate the pressure reduction 
using more than five million 
eyes that had cataract surgery 
in the IRIS Registry. “We hope 
to identify characteristics that 
predict a greater likelihood of 
eye pressure reduction after 
cataract surgery as well as 
maintenance of that reduction 
for eyes both with and without 
glaucoma,” he said. “This 

information could help guide surgical decision making 
and management for glaucoma patients.”  

More Leading-edge Studies

Along with exploring the possibilities of the IRIS 
Registry’s “big data” repository, Bascom Palmer re-
searchers are also using other analytic tools, including 
artificial intelligence and genetic testing to try to solve 
the underlying mysteries of glaucoma.

In his laboratory, Richard K. Lee, M.D., Ph.D., as-
sociate professor of ophthalmology, cell biology, and 
neuroscience, and the Walter G. Ross Distinguished 
Chair in Ophthalmic Research, is studying the processes 
involved in optic nerve degeneration and identifying 
molecular pathways in the optic nerve that are critical 
for maintaining vision. “There are proteins and path-
ways in the optic nerve that are critical for maintaining 
vision,” Lee said. “We hope to develop a model for 
protecting that nerve function from damage because 
that is easier than creating new pathways.” He is using 
advanced molecular genetic approaches to increase 
the visual signal processing within the retinal ganglion 
cells to improve their function in a process he terms 
“neuro-rejuvenation.”

If glaucoma is damaging the existing stressed cells 
in the eye, Lee is working to make them function vigor-
ously again so they enhance the visual signals sent to 
the brain. “We are having good results in our experi-
mental models,” he said. “We can deliver chemical 
compounds and use flashes of light to activate the 
retinal ganglion cells and build stronger connections 
with improved visual function.”
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Lee also has a secondary appointment as an associ-
ate professor of electrical and computer engineering 
working with colleagues in the College of Engineering 
to devise new artificial intelligence algorithms using 
“Big Data” that improve the accuracy and ease of use 
for the patient of visual field tests for glaucoma. The 
goal is to develop a more accurate and sensitive test 
that allows clinicians to deliver therapies at an earlier 
stage of the disease and protect a patient’s vision. 

Understanding family genetics could also provide 
fresh insights into glaucoma, according to Chang. He 
is an investigator on a Bascom Palmer research team 
that received a UM Scientific Awards Committee Pilot 
Grant and a Glaucoma Research Foundation Shaffer 
Grant for a collaborative study of primary open-angle 
glaucoma (POAG) in the Haitian community. 

“POAG disproportionally affects Haitians, with 
an earlier age of diagnosis and more severe disease 
on presentation,” said Chang. Lee and Parrish were 
among the first to publish this observation based upon 
their community service work in Little Haiti, a neigh-
borhood of Miami. “It is possible that reason may be 
due to one or more genes being overrepresented in 
the population due to Haiti’s relative geographic and 
cultural isolation.” 

The researchers performed genetic analyses on a 
cohort of 60-plus Haitian individuals from about 20 
families and discovered several rare genetic variants 
that may contribute to their disease. They then invited 
parents, siblings, and children of patients to come in 
for screenings and whole-genome sequencing. “We 
found that about one-third of these family members 
had real or suspected glaucoma,” said Chang. “That 
early diagnosis will allow them to start treatment, and 
hopefully achieve better control of the disease.”

Chang added that this project would also create 
a rich database that increases the diversity of glau-
coma study populations, and provide the foundation 
for a personalized approach to glaucoma care for the 
Haitian community.

Decades of Leadership

Dr. Richard Lee

“We believe 
we are on the 
threshold of 
discoveries 
that will shape 
the future of 
glaucoma care.”

– Dr. Richard Parrish

Treating glaucoma is a strength of Bascom Palmer. 
The Institute’s first glaucoma specialist and now 
Professor Emeritus Douglas R. Anderson, M.D., has 
been at the forefront of glaucoma research since 
the 1970s. He discovered that elevated intraocular 
pressure impairs axonal transport in the optic nerve 
that is affected by glaucoma. That seminal finding 
kicked off the development of effective therapies 
to reduce IOP and control the progression of the 
disease.

Professor Emeritus Paul F. Palmberg, M.D., 
Ph.D., coined the term “target pressure” and 
helped to clarify the relationship between the level 
of pressure in the eye and how well a glaucoma 
patient retains peripheral vision.

Through the years, the Institute’s clinicians and 
researchers have continued to make a lasting impact 
on glaucoma care. In fact, according to Gedde, 20 
of the top 100 articles with the greatest impact on 
the clinical care of glaucoma patients were writ-
ten or co-authored by current members of Bascom 
Palmer’s glaucoma service. This list of influential 
articles is now in press in the journal Ophthalmology 
Glaucoma. The list was compiled based upon the 
number of citations, and then reviewed by an expert 
panel as well as a survey of the American Glaucoma 
Society membership. “That shows how our glau-
coma group has positively impacted the care of 
glaucoma patients,” Gedde said.   

Looking ahead, Parrish added, “Bascom Palmer 
will continue to lead the way using data-driven, 
evidence-based analytic research. We believe we are 
on the threshold of discoveries that will shape the 
future of glaucoma care.”
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Saving a Child’s Vision
Global Clinical and Research Leadership in Pediatric Glaucoma

Dr. Alana Grajewski

“We have 
created a 
warm, child-
friendly 
environment 
at the Balkan 
Center, and 
integrated 
parental 
support 
into every 
aspect of our 
program.”

– Dr. Alana Grajewski

Fourteen years after sight-saving surgery for 

pediatric glaucoma at Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, 

Rianna Patel is excelling in school, singing in the 

choir, and polishing her photography skills. “You 

would never know she almost lost her vision as a 

baby,” said her mother, Sonal Patel. 

When Rianna was born her left eye appeared 

completely gray. “We didn’t know what was going 

on, but our doctor in Orlando told us that you 

needed to go to Bascom Palmer,” said Sonal.

Rianna was only two 

days old when Alana 

Grajewski, M.D., professor 

of clinical ophthalmology 

and director of the Samuel 

& Ethel Balkan International 

Pediatric Glaucoma Center, 

examined her eyes. “She 

had bilateral congenital 

glaucoma and her left 

eye was worse than her 

right eye,” said Grajewski. “Although this is an 

uncommon condition, we see many young patients 

like Rianna who need immediate treatment.”

As first-time parents, the Patels had many 

questions about their daughter’s vision and 

overall health. “Dr. Grajewski told us, there was 

a 50-50 chance she would be able to see, and we 

appreciated her honesty,” said Sonal. “We talked 

many times over the next few days and I told Dr. 

Grajewski, ‘I am giving you my child and I trust you 

will take care of her’ – and she did.”

Because Rianna was born a little bit early, the 

Patels needed to wait two weeks for her initial 

surgery. At that point, her intraocular pressure 

(IOP) was already very high, posing a clear threat to 

the optic nerve. “In one eye, the surgery was able 

to correct the glaucoma,” said Grajewski. “In the 

other eye, she had to return a year later for another 

surgery. We later had to put in a glaucoma shunt to 

drain the fluid from her left eye.”

A Hemispheric Referral Center
That expertise in treating young patients is one of 

the reasons Bascom Palmer is a hemispheric referral 

center for pediatric glaucoma, according to Richard 

K. Parrish, II, M.D., who directs Bascom Palmer’s 

glaucoma service.

“With the right diagnosis and surgery, a child with 

glaucoma can be functionally cured. That allows 

the eyes to develop normally so a young patient like 

Rianna can maintain her vision throughout life,” said 

Parrish.

The Balkan Center is also home to the Childhood 

Glaucoma Research Network (CGRN), a global 

consortium of clinicians and researchers who share 

their knowledge and insights to improve care for 

pediatric patients. “That collaboration is essential for 

improving care for pediatric glaucoma because it is 

an uncommon condition,” said Parrish. “For instance, 

the CGRN developed an international classification 

system for this disease to help practitioners assess the 

severity in individual patients worldwide.”

Currently, there are more than 240 members of the 

CGRN from 48 countries, said Grajewski. “We recently 

launched a new collaborative initiative through 

CGRN to address the quality of life for children and 

caregivers,” she said. “That’s such an important 

issue because parents and physicians have so many 

questions about caring for patients with pediatric 

glaucoma. Our next CGRN Kolokotrones Lecture: 

Patients, Parents, and Providers will focus on this 

important topic.”

One of the missions of the Balkan Center is to 

produce clinical evidence to optimize care for young 

patients. “Our goal is to identify the risk factors 

associated with poor visual outcomes and surgical 

complications in pediatric patients who have 
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undergone glaucoma surgery, “ said Ta Chen Peter 
Chang, M.D., whose study, “Childhood Glaucoma 

Surgery: Does it Prevent Blindness?” is Bascom 

Palmer’s fourth IRIS Registry project since the 

national database was organized.

“This will be the largest study of its kind,” said 

Chang. “We expect the results will help physicians 

to select surgical procedures more judiciously and to 

optimize treatment outcomes for their patients.” 

Integrated Care for Children
At the Balkan Center, Grajewski leads a 

multidisciplinary team that takes a compassionate, 

holistic approach to provide care for young glaucoma 

patients and their families.  The center’s clinical 

team includes a geneticist and social worker, as 

well as experienced pediatric ophthalmologists 

and residents and fellows who are training in this 

specialty. 

“We have created a warm, child-friendly 

environment at the Balkan Center, and integrated 

parental support into every aspect of our program,” 

Grajewski said. Using the center’s videoconferencing 

capabilities, she has organized online lectures, 

support groups, and clinical discussions for families, 

clinicians, and researchers around the world. 

In the past year, Grajewski has also expanded the 

center’s telehealth services, including remote IOP 

monitoring devices, reducing the need for in-person 

checkups. For example, some teen-aged patients 

are now able to monitor their eye pressure at home 

using a small probe with a white bulb at the end that 

touches the eye and collects eye pressure. The probe 

beeps when it takes a reading and the information is 

then uploaded to the doctor’s office.

Thanks to her surgery and ongoing care, Rianna 

now has 20/20 vision in one eye and wears glasses 

to help the more limited vision in her other eye. 

Now a high school student in Winter Park, Rianna is 

planning a future career in psychiatry. “I have seen 

how my doctor and all the people at Bascom Palmer 

care for their patients,” she said. “Like them, I want to 

go out of my way to make others feel comfortable.” n

ABOUT PEDIATRIC GLAUCOMA

normal vision glaucoma vision
(simulated)

Glaucoma is a group of diseases characterized by 
damage to the optic nerve that often occurs when 
the eye pressure is too high. This causes optic 
nerve damage resulting in severe vision loss.  

It is estimated that about 10 percent of 
pediatric glaucoma cases are inherited. Recent 
research has identified specific gene mutations 
linked to this disease.  

The most common symptoms in infants 
with glaucoma include excessive tearing, light 
sensitivity, and a large, cloudy cornea that can 
cause the eye to appear hazy or dull. 

Older children with glaucoma tend to develop 
damage without any obvious symptoms, similar 
to adult glaucoma. 

Pediatric glaucoma is treated by lowering 
the intraocular pressure via medical or surgical 
means. Most cases of pediatric glaucoma are 
treated with surgery. 

Many children with pediatric glaucoma 
develop myopia (nearsightedness) and require 
glasses. Also, amblyopia (decreased vision) and 
strabismus (crossing or wandering eye) occur 
more frequently and may require treatment with 
patching or surgery. 

If infants born with glaucoma are treated 
promptly, they often have normal or near normal 
vision; if not, they are blind. 

To schedule a visit with a  
Bascom Palmer specialist,  
please call 1-888-845-0002  
or visit bascompalmer.org

http://bascompalmer.org
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 .EMERGENCY

SAVING VISION–   
When Every Minute Counts
Bascom Palmer’s Emergency Department Delivers Fast-Paced 24/7 Care  

While a Miami man was hammering in his workshop, a metal splinter 
flew up into his eye. By the time he reached Bascom Palmer’s Emergency 
Department (ED), his vision was almost gone. “A local doctor had told him 
the eye was lost because it was bleeding and had become infected,” said 
Kenneth C. Fan, M.D., M.B.A., co-chief resident. “But our team has seen many 
injuries like this. We were able to save his eye and even restore his vision  
to 20/40. Helping patients with emergency blinding conditions is what keeps 
us going every day.” 

Chief residents, Drs. Diana Laura, Kenneth Fan

From traumatic injuries to life-threatening 

tumors, swollen blood vessels, viral infections, 

and unusual diseases, patients who need 

emergency eye care turn to Bascom Palmer Eye 

Institute – one of the few U.S. eye hospitals with 

a specialized emergency department. A unique 

medical resource for patients from throughout 

South Florida and beyond, the Emergency 

Department also provides exceptional training 

for ophthalmology residents, who learn surgical 

procedures and medical treatments for an 

exceptionally wide range of eye problems. 

“The Emergency Department is a jewel 

for Bascom Palmer,” said Kara Cavuoto, M.D., 

associate professor of clinical ophthalmology 

and director of the Emergency Department, 

which is located on the second floor of the Anne 

Bates Leach Eye Center - Bascom Palmer’s Miami 

location on the University of Miami Miller School 

of Medicine campus. “We are open 24/7/365 

and average over 75 patients a day – more than 

25,000 each year.”   
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Dr. Kara Cavuoto

The Emergency Department is a jewel  
for Bascom Palmer. We are open 24/7/365 
and average over 75 patients a day –  
more than 25,000 each year.   
– Dr. Kara Cavuoto

Dr. Zubair Ansari, an attending physician who 
supervises and teaches residents involved in patient 

care, with Dr. Naomi Gutkind, a first-year resident. 

Eye emergencies range from infections to trauma, 

and if left untreated, can lead to visual loss of other 

health problems. Patients receive a diagnosis, care, 

and treatment of eye problems from a trained 

ophthalmic team of board-certified physicians, 

ophthalmologists pursuing subspecialty fellowship 

training, and ophthalmology residents who are 

supported by optometrists, registered nurses, 

ophthalmic technicians, and patient access staff. 

“We are the gatekeepers,” said Fan. “We never 

know who is going to walk through our doors. It 

might be someone who lives nearby or a patient who 

has flown all night.”  

Bascom Palmer’s faculty members are actively 

involved in delivering emergency care, including 

Richard K. Parrish, II, the Edward W. D. Norton Chair 

in Ophthalmology, and the director of Bascom 

Palmer’s glaucoma service. Parrish spends one day 

each month in the Emergency Department seeing 

patients and supervising residents.  

“In one eight-hour shift, I saw individuals in 

every one of our specialty areas,” Parrish said. That 

included a man who suddenly developed double 

vision resulting from a muscle condition called 

myasthenia gravis and a woman with multiple 

sclerosis who lost her vision unexpectedly as a rare 

side effect from oral steroids. 
 

Exceptional Ophthalmology Training 
For residents, Bascom Palmer’s ED provides 

unparalleled training on a wide variety of pathologies 

with all levels of complexity, according to Chris R. 

Alabiad, M.D., professor of clinical ophthalmology, 

ophthalmology residency program director, and 

assistant dean for student affairs at the Miller School. 

“It is exhilarating and nerve-wracking at the same 

time,” he said. “It allows residents to solidify their 

skills in managing common trauma conditions, 

and hone their clinical acumen for diagnosing 

and treating exceptionally challenging 

problems.” 
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To take just one example, a patient in her 90s came in with 

a lesion on her eyeball. But rather than trauma, the attending 

resident found her condition was caused by a previously 

undiagnosed autoimmune disease called granulomatosis with 

polyangiitis. “Fortunately, she came to our Emergency Department 

in the nick of time,” said Alabiad. “We were able to manage her 

condition with medication, so she never lost her vision. This was 

a true emergency – if she had delayed coming to the Emergency 

Department, she would have lost her sight.” 

Diana M. Laura, M.D., co-chief resident, says the training 

at Bascom Palmer is ideal for a future vitreoretinal surgeon. 

“From a learning experience, the training we receive in the ED is 

incredible,” she said. “We get referrals from international doctors, 

as well as our local community, and see many pathologies not 

common in the United States.  

In her second week of training, Laura treated a patient with 

a rare ocular infectious disease. “He had an infection caused by 

a worm living in his eye,” she said. “Most ophthalmologists go 

through training without ever seeing that in real life – just reading 

about it in textbooks.”  

Even the more typical cases, such as accidental injuries help 

ophthalmology residents hone their examination and surgical 

techniques, Laura added. Recently, she worked with Bascom 

Palmer’s ophthalmic plastic and reconstructive surgery 

specialists for several hours to help a patient whose circular 

saw blade had fragmented, throwing tiny bits of metal into 

the orbital bone surrounding the eyeball.   

“We worked very carefully, and were able to remove 

every fragment and repair the orbit,” she said. “It was a very 

intense, very demanding case.” 

In recent years, Bascom Palmer doctors have treated eye 

emergencies related to the mosquito-borne Zika virus, as 

well as helping first-responders and COVID-19 patients 

deal with critical vision problems, said Cavuoto.  

“Every day, we see patients with unusual or 

unique conditions,” she added. “When it 

comes to eye emergencies, you name it 

and we’ve seen it.” 

Dr. Chris Alabiad

BASCOM PALMER’S EMERGENCY 
DEPARTMENT IS OPEN IN MIAMI  
FOR ALL EYE EMERGENCIES  
24 HOURS A DAY, 365 DAYS A YEAR.

If you experience any of the following, you 
should seek immediate treatment at the 
Bascom Palmer Emergency Department

Eye trauma
Bleeding of the eye
A detached or torn retina
Sudden loss of vision
Foreign object in the eye
Chemical burns
Ocular infections



Bascom Palmer Ranked #1 in  
Ophthalmology For 20th Time

“Our goal is to deliver the 
best possible vision care 
to patients throughout 
our diverse South Florida 
community and around 
the world. We are 
committed to advancing 
education, vision research, 
and clinical care in 
collaboration with vision 
professionals across  
the globe.”  

– Dr. Eduardo Alfonso 

For the 18th consecutive year, Bascom Palmer is ranked 
the nation’s Best in Ophthalmology by U.S News & World 
Report. Bascom Palmer has received the #1 ranking 
20 times since the publication began surveying U.S. 
physicians for its annual “Best Hospitals” rankings 32 
years ago.  

The magazine’s Best Hospitals Guide ranks America’s 
top hospitals in 15 medical specialties and serves as 
a resource for consumers who seek optimal care in the 
diagnosis, treatment, and management of difficult medical conditions. 

“We are honored to receive this prestigious recognition and thrilled to share this 
accolade with our patients. As Bascom Palmer, we provide the best clinical care possible 
and do so through the expertise and compassion of our exceptional team of 1,200 
ophthalmologists, vision scientists, nurses, optometrists, technicians, and support staff,” 
said Eduardo C. Alfonso, M.D., director and chair of Bascom Palmer.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, Bascom Palmer has delivered specialized vision 
care to its patients at its multiple locations in Florida. Moreover, the Institute deployed 
telehealth services and hybrid visits that allow patients to receive vision evaluations, 
consultations, and follow-up care in the comfort and convenience of their homes. 

This year also brings 
praise for the Bascom Palmer 
ophthalmology residency 
program as it is once again 
ranked the best in the United 
States by Doximity, an online 
professional network for U.S. 
physicians. 

Bascom Palmer is also 
recognized as one of the top two 
eye institutes in the country 
by Ophthalmology Times. While 
Bascom Palmer had been ranked 
the Best Overall Program each 
year for the past six years, this 
year’s top spot went to the Johns 
Hopkins Wilmer Eye Institute.

Celebrating Six Decades of Vision Leadership
On January 21, 1962, Bascom Palmer Eye Institute 
officially opened its doors as South Florida’s first 
academic center dedicated to vision care. Under the 
leadership of founding director Edward W. D. Norton, 
M.D., Bascom Palmer attracted talented clinicians and 
researchers who quickly began making major contri-
butions to virtually every field of ophthalmology.  

Six decades later, Bascom Palmer is one of the 
world’s leading eye institutes. It has opened satellite 
facilities throughout South Florida to provide  
its patients with convenient access to care. It  
has developed robust telehealth and virtual  

education services to connect with patients and 
vision professionals almost anywhere in the world, 
and its scientists and clinician-researchers are 
making important discoveries that hold the promise 
of better treatments in the future. 

Bascom Palmer will continue its mission to 
eliminate blinding diseases, to remain the world’s 
foremost center of ophthalmic education, and to 
offer the highest level of medical attention to every 
patient seeking eye care. Its tradition of excellence 
will continue to drive every aspect of its operation 
for the next 60 years and beyond.  

Rank  Hospital                                                                                                                    Reputation (%)

BEST HOSPITALS FOR 
OPHTHALMOLOGY

1 Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, University of Miami, Miami  46.0
2 Wills Eye Hospital, Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia  41.2
3 Wilmer Eye Institute, Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore  31.4
4 Mass. Eye and Ear Infirmary, Massachusetts Gen. Hosp., Boston  25.3
5 Stein and Doheny Eye Institutes, UCLA Medical Ctr., Los Angeles  20.4
6 Duke University Hospital, Durham 11.4 
7  University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, Iowa City 11.3 
8  Kellogg Eye Center, Michigan Medicine, Ann Arbor  8.3
9 UCSF Medical Center, San Francisco   7.3
10 Cole Eye Institute, Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland  6.5
11 John A. Moran Eye Center, University of Utah, Salt Lake City 6.0
12 New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of Mount Sinai, New York 5.5
13 USC Roski Eye Institute, Los Angeles 5.0

Ranked by U.S. News & World Report 2021-2022

BASCOM PALMER EYE INSTITUTE 13 
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“

Influential and Dynamic Doctors

Doctors included in the world’s 100 most 
influential women in ophthalmology Power Personified

We applaud these exceptional women for their expertise, integrity, inspiration, leadership, and commitment to patients and physicians worldwide.”
– Dr. Eduardo Alfonso 

Nine esteemed ophthalmologists of the Bascom 
Palmer Eye Institute were selected for The 
Ophthalmologist magazine’s Power List 2021, 
which honors the world’s 100 most influential 
women in the field of ophthalmology.  

“We applaud these exceptional women for their 
expertise, integrity, inspiration, leadership, and com-
mitment to patients and physicians worldwide,” said 
EDUARDO C. ALFONSO, M.D., the Kathleen and 
Stanley J. Glaser Chair in Ophthalmology and director 
of Bascom Palmer. “They personify the very best of 
ophthalmology.” 

A retina and vitreous disease spe-
cialist, AUDINA M. BERROCAL, 
M.D., is a world leader in the
medical and surgical management
of retinopathy of prematurity and
pediatric vitreoretinal disorders.
She has been the first surgeon to
treat the youngest patient in the

United States with the first FDA-approved gene ther-
apy. She also devotes time to teaching and supporting 
women in the field of ophthalmology and retina. 

Holder of the John T. Flynn Chair 
in Ophthalmology, HILDA CAPÓ, 
M.D., is a specialist in pediatric
ophthalmology and adult strabis-
mus. She is world-renowned for
her expertise in strabismus and
adjustable sutures and is a pioneer
in identifying the anesthetic

agent’s role in the onset of double vision after cataract 
surgery. She has trained more than 175 residents and 
fellows, reaffirming her abilities as an academician, 
educator, and surgeon. 

JANET L. DAVIS, M.D., M.A., 
is an internationally recognized 
expert in uveitis as well as a medi-
cal retina and vitreoretinal special-
ist. She holds the Leach Chair in 
Ophthalmology. Her expertise 
includes infectious and inflamma-
tory diseases of the eye. For the 

last four years, she has led the Bascom Palmer surgical 
team that has performed more than 100 subretinal 
gene therapy procedures for inherited retinal diseases 
such as retinitis pigmentosa and choroideremia.   

KENDALL E. DONALDSON, 
M.D., M.S., is a cornea specialist
whose primary research interests
are in the areas of advance-
ment in cataract surgery, and in
particular, laser-assisted cataract
surgery, as well as severe ocular
surface disease. Each year, she

presents more than 100 lectures at the local, national 
and international level, and has authored a variety 
of peer-reviewed and non-peer-reviewed articles and 
book chapters. 

ANAT GALOR, M.D., is an 
expert on ocular surface pain and 
dry eye, and its relationship with 
neuropathic ocular pain. She is 
also an expert in the epidemiol-
ogy and treatment of persistent 
pain after LASIK. Galor has 
evaluated the efficacy of several 

therapies in the treatment of neuropathic ocular pain. 
She has also focused on how ocular surface symptoms 
affect the quality of life.  
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 We applaud these exceptional women for their expertise, integrity, inspiration, leadership, and commitment to patients and physicians worldwide.” 
– Dr. Eduardo Alfonso 

Power Personified  
For more than two decades, 
ALANA GRAJEWSKI, M.D., 
has been a leader in the interna-
tional effort to eradicate blindness 
from pediatric glaucoma. She 
established the Samuel & Ethel 
Balkan International Pediatric 
Glaucoma Center at Bascom 

Palmer, the first integrated services center dedicated to 
pediatric glaucoma and anterior segment dysgenesis. 
An expert in specialized surgical treatment, her influ-
ence has been felt worldwide through patient care 
and education. 

Deeply involved in the infor-
mation technology aspect of 
medicine, RANYA G. HABASH, 
M.D., is working to unite the 
world and help patients through 
technology.  During her tenure 
at Bascom Palmer, she served as 
medical director of technology 

innovation and was instrumental in developing the 
Institute’s telehealth virtual visit program. The current 
CEO of LifeLong Vision Special Purpose Acquisition 
Corporation, Habash was also named to the Power List 
in 2017. 

CAROL L. KARP, M.D., holder 
of the Richard K. Forster Chair 
in Ophthalmology, and the Dr. 
Ronald and Alicia Lepke Endowed 
Professorship in Corneal and 
External Diseases, is an expert 
in the management of ocular 
surface oncology and anterior 

segment surgery. In the late 1990s, she pioneered the 
use of interferon for the treatment of ocular surface 
squamous neoplasia. Her work has helped to change 
the standard of care of these lesions. Karp was also 
named to the Power List in 2019. 

An expert in vision correction 
surgery, SONIA YOO, M.D., is 
recognized as one of the world’s 
most skilled cornea, cataract, 
and refractive surgeons, with 
exceptional experience and 
knowledge of the field. Associate 
medical director of Bascom 

Palmer and holder of the Greentree Hickman Chair in 
Ophthalmology, Yoo is interested in the development 
and evaluation of new diagnostic and surgical technol-
ogies, as well as laser applications. She was also named 
to the Power List in 2018. 

Bascom Palmer’s faculty members have been well-
represented on the Power List since its inception in 
2014. In addition to Alfonso, who is a corneal and 
external diseases specialist; retina specialists PHILIP 
J. ROSENFELD, M.D., PH.D., and HARRY W. 
FLYNN, JR., M.D.; ocular oncologist, J. WILLIAM 
HARBOUR, M.D.; and glaucoma specialist RICHARD 
K. PARRISH, II, M.D., have been honored as the 
most influential doctors in the field. n

To schedule a virtual or  
in-person appointment with a  
Bascom Palmer specialist, please 
call 1-888-845-0002 or visit  
bascompalmer.org. 

http://bascompalmer.org
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WELCOME NEW FACULTY

Bascom Palmer Eye Institute is pleased to announce the appointment of three new faculty 
members. With these physicians, the Institute has increased the size of the faculty to 
78 physicians and 17 scientific investigators. This dedicated team of 95 is committed to 
continuing Bascom Palmer’s 60-year history of advancing the practices of ophthalmology 
through innovations in therapeutics, diagnostics, and vision research.  

MICHELLE FALCONE, M.D.,    
a specialist in pediatric ophthalmology and strabismus in adults and children, joins the faculty 
as an assistant professor of clinical ophthalmology. She received a bachelor of science degree 
in biology summa cum laude, as well as a doctor of medicine degree from the University of 
Miami as a member of the dual degree, honors program in medicine.  Falcone is a member of 
the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society. She completed a residency in ophthalmology 
at Bascom Palmer and a fellowship in pediatric ophthalmology and adult strabismus at Boston 
Children’s Hospital, the primary pediatric teaching hospital for Harvard Medical School. 
Falcone is the recipient of the Heed Ophthalmic Foundation Fellowship Award. Her research 

interests include pediatric eye disorders, amblyopia, and complex strabismus in adults and children. She is available 
for in-person appointments at Palm Beach Gardens for our youngest patients (newborns through teens), as well as 
for adults with strabismus. Virtual visits are also available. 

ALISON LAUTER, M.D., 
joins the faculty as an assistant professor of clinical ophthalmology. Glaucoma and cataract 
specialist, Lauter received a bachelor of science degree in human science summa cum laude 
from Georgetown University.  She then received a medical degree magna cum laude from 
Sidney Kimmel Medical College at Thomas Jefferson University, where she was inducted into 
the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society and the Hobart Amory Hare Honor Society. 
Lauter completed a residency in ophthalmology at the New England Eye Center at Tufts 
Medical Center where she served as co-chief resident. She then completed a fellowship in 
glaucoma at Bascom Palmer. Her research interests include pseudoexfoliative glaucoma, adult 

glaucoma surgery, and the social/emotional impacts of glaucoma. She is available for in-person appointments at 
Naples as well as virtual visits.

ANGELA Y. ZHU, M.D.,  
an assistant professor of clinical ophthalmology, joins the faculty as a specialist in pediatric 
and adult cornea, cataract, and external diseases. She received bachelor of science degrees 
in chemistry and biology from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Subsequently, she 
spent a dedicated research year at the Whitehead Institute of Biomedical Research and later 
received a medical degree from Case Western Reserve University.

Following a residency in ophthalmology at the Wilmer Eye Institute, she completed two 
fellowships: the first, in cornea at Bascom Palmer, and a second dedicated to pediatric cornea 
and external disease at The Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids), affiliated with the University 

of Toronto. Zhu is the recipient of the ASCRS Foundation Resident Excellence Award and the Wilmer Research 
Association Mitchell Prize First Place Award. She is focused on caring for patients of all ages, including babies and 
children, with a variety of ocular surface and anterior segment 
disorders – including congenital or acquired cataracts – using 
cutting-edge medical and surgical techniques. Her translational 
research interests are integrated with her clinical practice to 
advance the medical and surgical treatment options for congenital 
and acquired childhood anterior segment pathologies. She is 
available for consultation either in-person or through virtual visits.

To schedule a virtual or  
in-person appointment with 
a Bascom Palmer specialist, 
please call 1-888-845-0002 or 
visit bascompalmer.org. 

http://bascompalmer.org
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AWARDS AND HONORS

Dr. Harry Flynn      Dr. Steven Gedde Dr. Carol Karp Dr. Philip Rosenfeld Dr. Mark Dunbar

America’s Best Eye Doctors 
Newsweek, a premier news magazine that has been bringing high-quality journalism to readers around the globe 
for more than 80 years, has selected five Bascom Palmer doctors among the top 300 eye doctors in the country.  
Congratulations to ophthalmologists HARRY W. FLYNN, JR., M.D., STEVEN J. GEDDE, M.D., CAROL L. 
KARP, M.D., and PHILIP J. ROSENFELD, M.D., PH.D., and optometrist MARK T. DUNBAR, O.D., who are 
named America’s Best Eye Doctors 2021. More than 10,000 eye doctors and other healthcare professionals were 
asked to recommend the doctors who earned the most respect in three categories: the quality of care they provided; 
the continuity of care; and the quality of technology they use in their practices.

Newsweek also ranked the 400 “Best Ambulatory Surgery Centers” in the nation, 35 of which are in 
Florida. Congratulations to Bascom Palmer’s Surgery Center in Naples, ranked #5, and the Bascom Palmer Surgery 
Center at Palm Beach Gardens, ranked #13, in the State. Unlike these surgery centers which are ambulatory and 
free-standing facilities with operating rooms, Bascom Palmer largest surgery center in Miami is not ‘ambulatory’ as it 
is located within Bascom Palmer’s Anne Bates Leach Eye Center.

The William L. McKnight Vision Research Center of the Bascom 
Palmer Eye Institute held its annual research retreat in October 
2021. Hosted by VITTORIO PORCIATTI, D.SC., the James L. 
Knight Professor in Ophthalmology, and director of scientific 
research, more than 90 of the Institute’s physicians and 
scientists attended the virtual retreat along with colleagues from 
throughout the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine.  
Looking to further develop the research center’s strategic plan 
and to expand interdisciplinary collaborations, a broad range 

of content was 
introduced during 
the plenary session 
and later discussed 
in detail in breakout 
rooms. Topics 
included the clinical 
and basic aspects of 
data science, vision 
restoration, cornea 
restoration, brain 
and eye, and ocular 
oncology.

The Association for Research in Vision 
and Ophthalmology (ARVO) has recently 
announced its Fellows Class of 2022. 
Congratulations to PHILIP J. ROSENFELD, 
M.D., PH.D., for his election as Gold Fellow; 
GIOVANNI GREGORI, PH.D., research 
associate professor of ophthalmology, and 
SANJOY K. BHATTACHARYA, PH.D., 
professor of ophthalmology, as Silver Fellows. 
They join FABRICE MANNS, PH.D., a 
professor of biomedical engineering and 
ophthalmology, who was elected a Class of 
2021 Silver Fellow. ARVO Fellows are role 
models and mentors for individuals pursuing 
careers in vision and ophthalmology research 
and help further ARVO’s vision to advance 
research worldwide into understanding the 
visual system and preventing, treating, and 
curing its disorders.
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AWARDS AND HONORS

Congratulations to Chief 
Resident, KENNETH C. FAN, 
M.D., M.B.A., for being 
awarded the 2021 Ronald G. 
Michels Fellowship Foundation 
Award. This award is granted 
annually to outstanding 
second-year vitreoretinal 
fellows in training.

Bascom Palmer is pleased to share that Heru, a company born at Bascom 
Palmer, was named a Consumer Technology Association 2022 Innovation 
Awards Honoree in the virtual and augmented reality category. The product 
– digital glasses to diagnose and treat visual field loss, double vision, and 
other vision disorders – was developed by MOHAMED ABOU SHOUSHA, 
M.D., PH.D., associate professor of clinical ophthalmology, and his team of 
physicians, scientists, and engineers in Bascom Palmer’s Artificial Intelligence 
and Computer Augmented Vision Laboratory.

Dr. Mohamed Abou Shousha demonstrating digital glasses in his laboratory.

(l to r) Cornea fellow Dr. Ghada AlBayyat; UM 4th year medical students Harry Levin and Ethan Adre; cornea research 
fellow Adrianna Tovar; Bascom Palmer Chair Dr. Eduardo Alfonso; OMIG President Dr. Guillermo Amescua; cornea 
research fellows Drs. Paula Sepulveda and Andres Serrano.

Fifty of Bascom Palmer’s faculty members, 
residents, and fellows presented more than 120 
lectures, symposiums, courses, and scientific 
posters and papers during the 2021 American 
Academy of Ophthalmology (AAO) annual meeting. 
Congratulations to EDUARDO C. ALFONSO, 
M.D., for presenting the Jones/Smolin Lecture that 

was co-sponsored by the Ocular Microbiology and 
Immunology Group (OMIG). 

Kudos to ELENA BITRIAN, M.D., for receiving an 
Achievement Award; and STEVEN J. GEDDE, M.D., 
PHILIP J. ROSENFELD, M.D., PH.D., and SARAH 
WELLIK, M.D., for receiving Secretariat Awards. 
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AWARDS AND HONORS

Dr. Carol Karp

Congratulations to CAROL L. KARP, M.D., for 
being named the Castroviejo medalist for 2022.  
Each year the Castroviejo Society names the most 
outstanding individual in the field of cornea and 
anterior segment of the eye to receive the Castroviejo 
Medal and to deliver the named lecture at the 
Society’s scientific symposium at the 2022 American 
Academy of Ophthalmology annual meeting.  The 
Society’s highest award is given in recognition of 
exceptional contributions in support of the promotion 
of knowledge, research, and understanding in 
cornea, external disease, and refractive surgery. The 
award is named for Ramon Castroviejo, M.D., the 
father of modern corneal transplant surgery and the 
inspiration for the founding of the Cornea Society. 
Only the third woman to receive the award since it 
was founded in 1975, Karp joins JAYNE S. WEISS, 
M.D., (Resident 1983), who received the medal in 
2020. One of the world’s most renowned cornea and 
external disease specialists, Bascom Palmer Professor 
Emeritus, RICHARD K. FORSTER, M.D., received 
the Castroviejo Medal in 1995. Karp holds the Richard 
K. Forster Chair in Ophthalmology as well as the Dr. 
Ronald and Alicia Lepke Endowed Professorship in 
Corneal and External Diseases.  

Kudos to Karp for also being selected as president-
elect of the Pan-American Society of Ophthalmology 
(PAAO). With members in more than 35 countries 
in the Western hemisphere, the PAAO’s mission is 
to provide continuing education, prevent blindness 
and promote scientific and cultural exchange among 
ophthalmologists. Bascom Palmer’s chair, EDUARDO 
C. ALFONSO, M.D., served as president of the PAAO 
from 2015-2017.

The Heed Fellowship for 2021-2022 has been awarded to  
glaucoma fellow REBECCA CHEN, M.D., retina fellows  
PATRICK STAROPOLI, M.D., and HASENIN  
AL-KHERSAN, M.D., and cornea fellow  
PAULA W. FENG, M.D. One of the most 
prestigious honors for 
post-graduate studies 
in ophthalmology, the 
Heed fellowship is 
granted to outstanding 
ophthalmology residents 
who demonstrate 
promise in the 
pursuit of an 
academic medical 
career in patient 
care, education,  
and research.

(l to r) Drs. Rebecca Chen, 
Patrick Staropoli,  
Hasenin Al-khersan  
and Paula Feng
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GRANTS AWARDED

Christopher Kaler

Research to Prevent Blindness (RPB) has 
granted the University of Miami Miller School of 
Medicine an unrestricted grant in the amount of 
$115,000 a year to support eye research conducted 
by Bascom Palmer. This funding has been awarded 
based on a thorough review of criteria, including 
the department’s research activities, laboratory 
environment, and clinical and scientific staff, as 
evaluated by RPB’s renowned Scientific Advisory Panel. 
The University of Miami Miller School of Medicine 
holds one of 32 RPB Unrestricted Grants nationwide. 

Bascom Palmer and the University of Miami Miller 
School of Medicine are pleased to announce two 
medical students have received Research to Prevent 
Blindness Medical Student Eye Research Fellowships 

that will allow them to take a year off from 
medical school and devote that time to 
pursue a research project in ophthalmology. 
CHRISTOPHER J. KALER is currently 
between his third and fourth year of medical 
school in the combined MD/MPH program 
at the University of Miami (UM). He has 
worked part-time in Bascom Palmer’s ocular 
oncology laboratory since his freshman year 
of medical school. This laboratory takes 
a broad approach to research, looking 
at genetics and genomics, cell biology, 
computational biology, developmental 

biology, and bioinformatics to elucidate new therapies 
for patients with eye cancer. MEHER SALEEM 
received a bachelor of science degree from UM and is 
currently enrolled at Georgetown University Medical 
School. She will be completing her research project 
at Bascom Palmer in the laboratory of DR. SANJOY 
BHATTACHARYA where she will be investigating 
the activity of a protein found to be defective in 
glaucoma. The results of her research may provide 
novel knowledge on aqueous humor outflow in the 
trabecular meshwork and lead to the development of 
profound medical advancements in the treatment of 
glaucoma. 

“Much of the success of the vision 
research program at Bascom Palmer 
has been made possible by the 
generous and sustained support of 
the Research to Prevent Blindness.  
We gratefully acknowledge their 
support in our prolific scholarly 
production and value our relationship 
as a long-term, mutual collaboration 
with the shared goals of enhancing 
the quality of life by improving sight, 
preventing blindness, advancing 
ophthalmic knowledge, and 
innovative vision research.”   

– Dr. Eduardo Alfonso

Research to Prevent Blindness and the 
American Academy of Ophthalmology 
(AAO), also honored pediatric ophthalmologist, 
glaucoma specialist, and associate professor, TA 
CHEN PETER CHANG, M.D., with an award for Iris 
Registry Research. This big data research will support 
a population-based study in glaucoma. Because 
glaucoma occurs in children at a much lower rate 
than in adults, ophthalmologists and parents do 
not have as much data to guide treatment options. 
Unlike adults, children are commonly treated with 
surgery. Chang will leverage the IRIS Registry, the 
world’s largest medical specialty clinical database, to 
evaluate treatment options for children, as well as 
the outcomes of those treatments.  This kind of data 
may also help ease the financial burden of childhood 
glaucoma. Chang joins assistant professor, ADAM 
L. ROTHMAN, M.D., who received a 2020 RPB/
AAO award for IRIS Registry Research. Rothman, a 
glaucoma and cataract specialist, will leverage the 
IRIS Registry to conduct a large-scale, population-
based study to help understand the intraocular 
pressure-lowering effect of cataract surgery based 
upon a patient’s age, race/ethnicities, co-morbidities, 
whether they have glaucoma, etc. Evidence shows 
that cataract surgery alone can significantly reduce 
intraocular pressure, but which patients best respond 
to this intervention? This research will provide 
ophthalmologists with critical insight into the best 
surgical options for their patients with glaucoma or 
those at risk of glaucoma.
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GRANTS AWARDED

For close to two decades, professor of ophthalmology, SANJOY K. 
BHATTACHARYA, PH.D., M.TECH, has studied the role of lipids in 
glaucoma. Long known for their role in heart disease – both positive 
and negative – lipids are hydrophobic compounds found in the eye.  

The Bhattacharya laboratory is working on better understanding 
intraocular pressure homeostasis in the anterior eye to prevent damage 
to the optic nerve. A major impetus of the lab is on multi-omics of axon 
regeneration using worldwide collaboration as well as big data analytics 
and machine learning to better understand molecular pathways 
that may help adult axon regeneration. Axon regeneration is critical 
in developing intervention strategies to restore lost vision in elderly 
patients suffering from glaucoma or another traumatic eye disease. 
His team has also made a seminal discovery, as published in eNeuro, 
journal of the Society for Neuroscience, identifying a lipid that promotes 
appropriate re-myelination via conversion of mature oligodendrocytes 
from their progenitors.

In addition to his ongoing funded research, Bhattacharya has 
been awarded a pilot research grant from Santen Inc. USA, titled, 
“Evaluation of Compounds for IOP Changes and Lipid Expression 
Alterations.” He also received a grant from the National Eye Institute 
on primary open-angle glaucoma or glaucoma in general. Bhattacharya 
has recently been appointed as reviews and special issue editor of 
Experimental Eye Research, and editor-in-chief of Proteomics and 
Systems Biology in Optic Nerve Regeneration.

The Glaucoma Foundation has also funded Bhattacharya, and 
RICHARD K. LEE, M.D., for their research project, “Lipidomic 
Analyses of Aqueous Humor of Pseudoexfoliation Glaucoma.” The 
doctors will identify the lipids in the clear fluid of the front part of 
the eye known as the aqueous humor. These lipids are part of cell 
membranes and are involved in the biological functions of the tissues 
in the eye. This analysis will show a difference in lipids between 
pseudoexfoliation glaucoma and normal eyes. For example, the addition 
of molecules that provide rigidity to cell membranes or perform 
important cell signaling, or the removal of known toxic molecules, 
may be early intervention strategies for treating pseudoexfoliation 
glaucoma. 

TA CHEN PETER CHANG, M.D., 
has also received a prestigious 2021 
Shaffer Grant for Innovative Glaucoma 
Research from the Glaucoma 
Research Foundation, for his high-
impact genetic study of open-angle 
glaucoma in the Haitian Community. 
The objective of the study is to identify 
the genes associated with primary 
open-angle glaucoma affecting the 
Haitian community by screening high-
risk individuals with the eye disease. 
The work proposed is expected 
to establish the first high-quality 
glaucoma genetic database of the 
Haitian population. This rich database 
will increase the diversity of glaucoma 
genetic study populations and lay the 
key steps to the personalized approach 
of glaucoma care for the Haitian 
community.  

Do you have an eye concern?  
Schedule a  
Rapid Virtual 
Eye Care  
appointment for a 
quick and easy way 
to connect with one  
of our doctors from the  
comfort of your home.

Call 800-329-7000 or visit  
BascomPalmer.org/RVEC

http://BascomPalmer.org/RVEC
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RETINOBLASTOMA
When looking at a 
photo of a child,  
“red-eye” is good. If  
the child’s eye appears 
to have white centers 
in flash photos, request 
a pediatric ophthalmic 
examination 
immediately.

Thanks to the support and generosity of a $100,000 
grant from the Batchelor Foundation, children 
with retinoblastoma tumors may one day have a 
new, targeted therapy against this deadly disease.  
Retinoblastoma (Rb) is the most common eye cancer 
in children and a significant contributor to childhood 
cancer deaths worldwide. While clinical management 
of these tumors has advanced, the non-specific and 
highly toxic nature of current therapies can result 
in life-long visual compromise and other health 
complications. Cost and limited access to advanced 
procedures make eye removal the only life-saving 

option for many patients around the globe. 
However, due to lack of awareness and access 
to good quality ophthalmic care, as well as the 
social stigma and psychological effects, many 
parents forego this treatment, resulting in a 
five-year survival rate below 50% worldwide. 
A major obstacle to the development of 
targeted therapies that spare the normal tissues 
in the eye is the lack of laboratory models in 
which these tumors may be studied. Under 
the direction of DANIEL PELAEZ, PH.D., 
scientific director of Bascom Palmer’s Dr. Nasser 
Ibrahim Al-Rashid’s Orbital Vision Research 

Dr. Daniel Pelaez

Center, researchers have developed a 3D human 
retinal organoid platform that incorporates stem cell 
biology, 3D culture techniques, tissue engineering, gene 
editing, and genetic analysis that have the potential to 
recapitulate the biological nuances of retinoblastoma. 
Studying early-stage tumors, including their pre-
malignant phase, would shed light on the molecular 
drivers of Rb progression and lead to more targeted 
therapies, preserving vision and saving lives. This effort 
is also supported by an NCI R01 grant as the first 
laboratory platform for retinoblastoma tumor modeling.

Profiles in Philanthropy

A generous gift from Diana and John Clarkson 
has established a new lecture within Bascom Palmer’s 
Distinguished Lecture Series. The eponymous lecture 
will feature specialists in global ophthalmic education.  
A resident, chief resident, and member of the faculty 
since 1975, JOHN G. CLARKSON, M.D., is dean 
emeritus of the University of Miami Miller School of 
Medicine, and professor emeritus of ophthalmology.  
Under his leadership in 1994, Bascom Palmer attained 
the #1 ranking from U.S. News & World Report for 
the first time. After stepping down as dean in 2006, 
Clarkson became executive director of the American 
Board of Ophthalmology, the independent, nonprofit 
organization responsible for certifying ophthalmologists 
in the United States. In 2012, he received the National 
Physician of the Year Lifetime Achievement Award 
conferred by the publishers of America’s Top Doctors. 
He epitomizes medical education, having had a 
tremendous impact on the careers of physicians who 

graduated from the Miller School, as well as scores of 
ophthalmologists throughout the world whom he has 
mentored or trained. 

In 2015, he received one of ophthalmology’s highest 
honors, the Lucien Howe Medal of the American 
Ophthalmological Society, for distinguished service to 
the profession. The same year, the University of Miami 
established the Dr. John G. Clarkson Endowed Chair in 
Medical Education at Bascom Palmer, in recognition of 
Clarkson’s contributions to ophthalmic education and 
training. Steven J. Gedde, M.D., Bascom Palmer’s vice 
chairman of education is the current holder of the Chair.

Dr. Clarkson will give full credit for his success to 
Diana, his wife of 57 years. Having retired in Charlotte, 
North Caroline, both are active volunteers for their 
church, where Diana, a former school teacher volunteers 
in the church gift shop with proceeds supporting 
local missions. Dr. Clarkson serves as a volunteer 
ophthalmologist for indigent patients at the local Lions 
Eye Clinic in Charlotte. 

The inaugural Diana and John Clarkson Lecture 
featured Juan F. Batlle, M.D., medical director and 
founder of Centro Laser in Santo Domingo in the 
Dominican Republic. An alumnus of Bascom Palmer, 
(resident 1993) Batlle directs an internationally acclaimed 
ophthalmic internship program that allows young 
ophthalmologists, nationally and internationally, access 
to a responsible internship work experience.
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Dr. Jay Sridhar

The Bascom Palmer Society

Dr. Bascom Headon Palmer

Recognized as the George E. Merrick Society at the University of Miami 

Honoring the Institute’s most generous benefactors whose gifts exceed $1 million, the 
Bascom Palmer Society was created in memory of the Institute’s namesake, Bascom Headon 
Palmer, M.D., an ophthalmologist who pioneered eye care in Miami.

Alcon Laboratories

Ibrahim N. Al-Rashid

Mohammad N. Al-Rashid

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim Al-Rashid

Dr. Nourah Caskey Al-Rashid

Ramzi Al-Rashid

Salman Al-Rashid

Carl B.* & Iris Apfel

Ms. Adrienne Arsht/
Hope for Vision

Sadye Barrel*

Bascom Palmer Eye Institute 
Alumni Association, Inc.

Dr. Carol Bastek

Richard E. & Mary Lee Bastin

John E. Blair*

Mrs. Gladys A. Bludworth

Michele R. Bowman & Col. 
Joseph E. Underwood

Braman Family Foundation

Charles William Brand*

Ms. Theresa Broeman*

Mary C. Brosius & 
George C. Brosius*

Mary J. & George T. Brosius*

Robert M. & Virginia M. Buck*

Mr.* & Mrs. Willard Butcher

Helen & George Clarke*

Mark J. Daily, M.D.

Thorne B. & Monnie Donnelley

The Faculty of the Department 
of Ophthalmology of the 
University of Miami Miller 
School of Medicine

Florida Crystals Corporation

Werner F. Farnell*

The Celia Lipton Farris & Victor 
W. Farris Foundation, Inc.

Florida Lions Eye Bank

The Foundation 
Fighting Blindness

Mr.* & Mrs. Samuel J. Frankino

The Samuel J. & Connie M. 
Frankino Charitable Foundation

Stanley & Kathleen Glaser*

Nancy I. & Robert Z. Greene*

Allyn J. Heath*

Helen Herold*

W. Pruett & Audrey M. Hickman*

Mrs. Lou Higgins*

William* & Norma Horvitz

W. Starr & Alvira Johnston*

William M. Kennedy*

James L. Knight*

Clara Kresge*

The Kresge Foundation

Hugh & Sally Lalor*

The James Annenberg La Vea 
Charitable Foundation 

Anne Bates Leach*

Dr.* & Mrs. Ronald Lepke

Henri & Flore Lesieur Foundation

Donna Mae Litowitz*

The Joe & Emily Lowe 
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Milton S. Maltz

Maltz Family Foundation

Ramonia Mayhall*

William L. & Evelyn McKnight*

McKnight Brain Research 
Foundation

The Miami Lighthouse 
for the Blind

The Mnaymneh Family

Ambrose Monell Foundation

Dorothy S. Munn*

The Murray Foundation

Naples Children & 
Education Foundation

National Philanthropic Trust

Frederic S. & Christine 
B. Nusbaum

Ophthalmology Research 
Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond G. Perelman*

Lois Pope & the LIFE Foundation

William  & Isabel Collier Read*

Lillian Redlich*

Judy W. Renick*

Renick Trust

Research to Prevent Blindness

Edith & Earl Retter*

Mrs. Gladys Riggall

Charlotte Breyer Rodgers*

George G.* & Estelle Rosenfield

Walter G. Ross Foundation

The Salah Foundation 

Ernie D. Semersky Family 
& Dory Newell

Richard D. Siegal*

Anne & Matthew Smith Family 
Endowed Research Fund

Strobis Glaucoma Foundation

William J. Thode III*

Elsie & Tolly Vinik*

Caroline &Alitza Weiss 
Family Foundation

Richard G. West*

Morty& Gloria Wolosoff 
Foundation, Inc.*

Shlomo & Amy Yeminy*

Miles Zisson*

*In loving memory

Donations listed as of June 1, 2020 – 
May 31, 2021    
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The Norton Society
Recognized as The Bowman Foster Ashe Society at the University of Miami 

Members of the Norton Society have generously supported Bascom Palmer with gifts  
totaling $500,000 – $999,999. This society honors the vision and leadership of  
Edward W.D. Norton, M.D., the Institute’s founding chairman.

Dr. Edward W.D. Norton

Allergan, Inc.

Anonymous

L. Jules Arkin Family Foundation

Silvia N. Armstrong*

Ruth Ann Asleson*

Mrs. Dora Bak*

Benjamin* & Millicent Bauer

Beauty of Sight Foundation  

Robert R. Bellamy*

Dr.* & Mrs. Jose Berrocal

Isadore & Jean L. Bloom*

Roscoe E. Blyler*

James H. Broderick*

Bryan Dare Holdings Limited

Mildred G. Burrows*

Ethel P. Cady*

Castle Connolly Medical Ltd.

The Chatlos Foundation

William H.* & Deborah Cochrane

Arlyn & Stephen Cypen

Mrs. Kathryn W. Davis*

Mary Rocha de E.*

Deering Trust

Mary L. Desmond*

Willis H. & Miren A. du Pont/
The Marmot Foundation

Lisa O. & George W. Etheridge Jr.

Ms. Katie Fasal

Fight for Sight, Inc.

Fannie & Jacob Frank*

Ms. Elsie Freiman*

Dr. Edward & Theodora 
Furey Trust*

Jack & Patricia Glass*

Jane & Gene Guttman*

Olivia Hand*

Shirley D. Harris*

Kenneth B. Haynes*

Isador* & Florence Hecht

Shirley Heiman*

Palmer Herman*

Hope for Vision

H. Jerome & Thelma Joseph*

Jewish Guild for the Blind

Thomas N.* & Patricia R. Kearns

Margaret Kelber*

Mr. & Mrs. Theo Kolokotrones

Gertrude G. La Londe*

Estee Lauder*

The Josephine S. Leiser 
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Jaime Lerner 

Lillian Light*

Ruth H. Marvin*

Dale* & Marietta McNulty

McNulty Charitable Foundation

Mr.* & Mrs. D. Richard Mead

Ms. Harriet Messinger*

Lorraine Trumbull Meyer*

Mrs. Alison Miller

Miss Clare O’Keeffe

Esther B. O’Keeffe 
Charitable Foundation

The Olayan Group

John & Margaret Ordway

The Pew Charitable Trusts, Inc.

Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Frederick Reuter*

Jack W. Rich, Sr.

Ms. Lillian Rienzi*

Leonard* & Ari Rifkin

The Edward D. & Janet 
K. Robson Foundation

Eliza Phillips Ruden*

Mrs. Irving R. Rutkin

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Sakolsky

Ralph S. Sott*

SCS Healthcare

Helen Scrimgeour*

Richard D. Siegal*

Doris Shell*

Bruce & Cynthia Sherman 
Charitable Foundation 

Drs. David H.* & Maureen Smith

Southern Dames of America

The Starr Foundation

Milton Stein*

Edward N. & Della L. Thome

Memorial Foundation

Gladys J. Toelle*

Richard Tucker

Gladys Weiner*

Mr. & Mrs. T. Jack White*

Dr. & Mrs. Frank M. Williams

Cecilia Youngdahl*

Carl Zeiss Meditec, Inc.

*In loving memory

Donations listed as of June 1, 2020 – 
May 31, 2021
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The Luminary Society
Recognized as The Grand Founder Society at the University of Miami

The Luminary Society recognizes individuals who are beacons for progress in vision research, clinical care 

and education. Generous donors have contributed gifts totaling $100,000 – $499,999.

Abbott Medical Optics, Inc.

The Able Trust 

Amarone Charitable Trust

Anthony Abraham*

Anthony Abraham 
Family Foundation

Charlotte D. Ahrens*

Usha & Monte Ahuja

American Health 
Assistance Foundation

Catherine Armstrong*

Mr. Francis A. Anania  

Dr. Robert C. & Veronica 
Atkins Foundation 

Captain Eugene K.* & 
Muriel M. Auerbach

Louis* & Mary August

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Bagby

Ms. Allen Arthur Barco*

Pondray R.M. Baldwin*

Laurence E. Barreca*

Florence & Harry Hood Bassett

The Bassett Foundation

Bausch & Lomb, Vision Care

James* & Laurie Bay

Dr. Joseph & Jean Beauchamp

Katherine Begeest*

Harry Belafonte

Robert R. Bellamy Memorial 
Foundation, Inc.

Helen L. Benenati*

Claudia & Dennis Berman

Birk Family Foundation

Thomas H. & Martha Blash*

Mr. James F. Blinder & 
the Alden Foundation

Mr. James R. Borynack & 
Mr. Adolfo Zaralegui

Findlay Galleries Inc. 

BrightFocus Foundation

The Broyhill Family Foundation

Bryan Dare Holdings Limited

Mildred G. Burrows*

Camiener Foundation

Mr. Nick A. Caporella

Mr. & Mrs. Silvio A. Cardoso

Mr. & Mrs. Woodrow W. Carter

Mr. & Mrs. John K. Castle

H.A. & Mary K. Chapman 
Charitable Trust

The Rhoda & David* Chase 
Family Foundation, Inc.

Mae Knight Clark*

Dr. John G. & Diana Clarkson*

Louis & Virginia Clemente*

Mr. & Mrs. Miles Collier

Nina V. Collins*

Community Foundation for

Palm Beach & Martin Counties 

Robert Costigan*

Dr.* & Mrs. Harvey J. Crocker

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew E. Cummins

The Dana Foundation

Ellaruth S. Davidson*

Mary Lynn Davis*

Leonard W. Diener*

Lawrence J. & Florence A. De 
George Charitable Trust*

Hermé de Wyman Miro

Adele Dousseau*

Louis T. & Ann K. Donatelli

Drasner Family Foundation

The Lowell S. Dunn & Betty 
L. Dunn Family Foundation 

Dunspaugh Dalton Foundation

Harvey C. & Linda J. Eads

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Ebstein*

Frances M. Elliott*

Amelia P. Farquhar*

Eric Feiler*

Mr. & Mrs. Simon C. Fireman*

Ms. Elizabeth C. Fisher*

Bernice S. Fitzgerald*

The Jefferson Lee Ford III 
Memorial Foundation

Helen W. Fraser*

Finker Frenkel Foundation

Friends of the Congressional

Glaucoma Caucus Foundation

Friends for Life

Robert  G. & Eugenie S. Friedman

Ms. Joyce Froot*

Ruth & August Geiger

Charity Foundation

Genentech, Inc.

John & Bonnie Geraghty 

Mr.* & Mrs. Jules Gerson

Isadore Gilbert*

Saul & *Florette Gilinski

Glaucoma Research Foundation

Nellie F. Goettel*

Paul R. & Hattye S. Gordon*

Eleanor K. Graham*

Edward L. & Lois E. Grayson

M. Brenn & Selma W. Green*

Myron & Gladys Greentree*

Virginia E. Greenwald*

Mr. Otto Guidi*

Jane & Gene Guttman

Ms. Gloria B. Halpern*

Mr. Sydney L. Hammer*

John L. Harshfield*

Dr. Lawrence & Doris Hastings* 

Doris Hastings Foundation

Mickey Hayes* 

Jean L. Haynes*

Claude Hemphill*

Mr. & *Mrs. Edward 
L. Hennessy, Jr.

The Edward L. Hennessy, Jr. & 
Ruth S. Hennessy Foundation

Emma Clyde Hodge 
Memorial Foundation

Ms. Jessie S. Hoffman*

John* & Beverly Hoffman

Geraldine Howlett*

Ms. Gail Hughes Galli

Evangelina R. Jimenez*

Bill E. Johnson

Walter A. Kahn*

Marcus Kallman*

Jhamatmal* & Sumintra 
Kirpalani

Leonard & Norma 
Klorfine Foundation 

Knight Foundation

Alan & *Marilyn Korest

Mildred W. Kraus*

Mr.* & Mrs. Morton Kutner

Nathaniel H. Kutcher*

Mrs. Rossi Larrea Rionda 

Aurell H. Leaf

Mr. Patrick P. Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lesser

Mr.* & Mrs. Howard Lester  

Polly Annenberg Levee 
Charitable Trust

Jeanne Schulman Leventhal*

Herman & Millicent Levinson*

Mr. & *Mrs. Richard D. Lewis

Marvin* & Kay Lichtman 
Foundation

Lighthouse Guild International

Dr.* & Mrs. Warren Lindau

Mrs. Dorothy F. Littman*

Carol Lucas*

Paul R. Lux*

Macula Vision Research 
Foundation

Ms. Helen Flesch Markowitz*

Richard Markowitz*

Daniel Marks*

Ms. Ann Maroni*

Mr.* & Mrs. Forrest Mars

Mrs. Charles A. Mastronardi*

John & Ellen McDonnell*

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald C. McDonough*

Mr. & Mrs. Randolph A. McKean

Merck & Company, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Meyer

Arthur l. & Sydelle F. Meyer 
Charitable Foundation

M.H.B. Ophthalmics

The Miami Foundation

Miami Retreat Foundation

Hazel Dayton Mills*

David Minkin Foundation 

Salomon Minuchin* & 
Ruth Kibrick

Luis R. & Ana Mola

Mr. & Mrs. John M. Monter

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Mosheim

Anne P. Myers*

Van & Jane Myers*

Mr. & Mrs. Wyckoff Myers*

New World Medical, Inc.

Dorothy D. Noble*

North Dade Medical 
Foundation, Inc.

The Calvin & Flavia 
Oak Foundation

Olcott Family Foundation, Inc.

OTHERA Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Rye B. Page*

Palm Beach Community 
Trust Fund

Pfizer, Inc.

Mrs. Carl H. Pforzheimer, Jr.*

Pharmacia & Upjohn Co.
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The Luminary Society

Mr. & Mrs. Earl W. Powell

Emily Powers*

Loretta Pritchard*

Harvey T. & Christy Reid*

Jacob L. Reiss Foundation 

RHEACELL GmbH & Co. KG

Mr. John W. Rich

Thomas E. Rodgers, Jr.

Mr. David S. Rosenberg*

Nat & Miriam Rosenthal*

Rhoda B. Rubin & Neil Felson

Mr. Joseph Rumbaugh*

Barbara & Herbert E. Saks

Beatrice & William Sahm*

Santen Pharmaceutical Co., Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Aurel Sarosdy*

Ms. Shirlee Schiller 

Jack Schillinger*

Jack* & *Marjorie Schillinger 
Family Foundation

Schwab Charitable Fund 

The Berthold T.D. & Thyra 
Schwarz Foundation

Carl & Ruth Shapiro 
Family Foundation

Mr. Robert Shell

Don* & Connie Smith

Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler 
Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A.

Milton Stein*

Elaine & Sydney Sussman 
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Jesse M. Teague*

Dr.* S. Henry& Sylvia Thaler

Richard E. Thiel

Gladys J. Toelle*

TopCon Corporation

Howard* & Patricia Toppel

Toppel Family Foundation

Daniel P.* & Grace I. Tully

United Way of Miami-
Dade County, Inc.

Harry & Margaret Uttal*

The Verdun Foundation/
Sir Kyffin D. Simpson

Gladys W. Wallace*

Nancy Sexauer Walsh*

The Sexauer Foundation

Mr. Alfred Walthers*

Charles H. & Elsie 
C. Warwick, III*

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Weeks

Alex J. Weinstein Foundation

Marcella U. Werblow*

Lena Wershaw*

Enid & Jerry Weygandt

The Dr. Jack Widrich Foundation

Angela W. Whitman

Mr.* & Mrs. Ross Whistler

Ms. Patricia Wilkinson* 

Dr. & Mrs. Frank Williams

Mr. and Mrs. G. Ed 
Williamson, II  

Josephine A. Wolf*

Stephen & Delores Wolf 

Mitchell Wolfson, 
Sr. Foundation

Rubin & Gladys Wollowick 
Family Foundation

*In loving memory

Donations listed as of June 1, 2020– 
May 31, 2021

Welcome to our New Society Members
Bascom Palmer Society 
Charles W. Brand* 
Ramonia Mayhall* 
Naples Children & Education  

Foundation 
Judy W. Renick*/Renick Trust 
William J. Thode, III*

Norton Society 
Beauty of Sight Foundation 
Isadore & Jean J. Bloom*
Bruce & Cynthia Sherman    

Charitable Foundation 

Luminary Society 
Mr. Francis A. Anania 
Camiener Foundation 
The Lowell S. Dunn & Betty L.    

Dunn Family Foundation 
John & Bonnie Geraghty 
Mrs. Rossi Larrea Rionda 
Ms. Shirlee Schiller 
Carl & Ruth Shapiro Family   

Foundation 
Ms. Patricia Wilkinson* 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Weeks 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Ed Williamson, II 
Stephen & Delores Wolf

Founder Society 
Mr. Brian C. Bastin 
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Cohen 
Ann Powell Jacobs*
Ms. Ardith D. Kenny 
Albert H. Nahmad 
Albert H. & Jane D. Nahmad    

Foundation, Inc.  
Mr. Fred Moll 
Mr. Austin Muller & Ms. Jill J. Otto 
Dave & Deb Perkins 
Ruth M. Schulze Foundation 
Waterside Shops 
Ghassan Zein 
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Zelcer

Vision Society 
The Jack & Harriet Appel  

Foundation Trust 
Joan B. & Richard L. Barovick  

Family Foundation 
Lawrence J. & Lynn M. Blanford 
John F. & Denise M. Bracco 
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Broadhead 
Mr. Samuel T. Byron 
Mrs. Joanne B. Calafiura 

Mr. Josheph L. Carlton 
Mr. Michael A. Carpenter 
Julie B. Connors 
The Connors Foundation 
Kausal & Deutsch Family  

Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. James Dorsey 
Mrs. Jill Eber 
Mr. Jeffrey P. Eves 
Mr. Russell W. Fisher 
John W. & Virginia W. Gildea 
The Henry E. Haller, Jr.  

Foundation 
Mr. Elliot Hershberg 
Doris & Martin Hoffman Family  

Foundation, Inc. 
KeyBank National Association 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary S. Lachman 
Lachman Family Foundation 
Mr. Bruce B. Lederman 
The Lipman Family Farms 
Mr. William M. Matthews 
Ms. Patricia A. McConnell 
Mr. Michael B. McLearn 
Mr. Donald K. Miller 

Ms. Elizabeth Padron 
Mr. Sheldon S. Polish 
Mr. Patrick Putzi 
Eli Reiss & Sally T. Reiss Intervivos  

Trust 
Robert R. & Joyce L. Rice 
Michael Shepherd, Esq. 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stucker 
Mr. James D. Weisinger 
Mr. Dean & Jane B. Woodman

Society for  
Encouraging Endowment 
Diane E. Hickey/In memory of  

Mary Jean Lowry Markey 
Lynne Kosnitzky 
Ramonia Mayhall* 
Eli Reiss & Sally T. Reiss Intervivos  

Trust 
Judy W. Renick* 
Renick Trust 
Ms. Patricia Wilkinson*
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The Founder Society
Recognized as The Founder Society at the University of Miami 

The Founder Society honors donors who have supported Bascom Palmer’s mission with gifts totaling 
$50,000 – $99,999 which enable the Institute’s physicians and researchers to combat blinding eye disease.

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard L. Abess*

Dr. & Mrs. Eduardo C. Alfonso

Marcelo & Betty Alvarez

American Hospital of Miami, Inc.

Stanley H. & Jill Arkin*

Ruth Ann Asleson*

Bailey Family Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Brian C. Bastin

Carlos A. Batlle

Dr. & Mrs. Ivan R. Batlle

Theodore Baumritter*

The Alberto & Olga Maria 
Beeck Family Foundation

Lowry M. & Diana M. Bell

Estate of Louis Berens

Jack & Elsie Bernstein Foundation

Crawford & Mary Bernstein*

Esther Blattner*

In memory of Edith June Blyler*

Catherine Breyer Van Bomel*

Cornelius Bond

Arnold Bortman*

Dr. Fred F. Brenner

Norma* & Larry Brodell

Mr.* & Mrs. James Broderick

Florence F. Brooks*

John and Kristy Buck 
Family Foundation

M. Anthony & Joyce Burns

Bryan & Julie Butzow

The Butzow Family

Michael Cantens

Ms. Phyllis Celestino*

Dr. Stanley & Jean Chang

Mr. L. Frank Chopin, Esq.

Mr. Jonathan Chariff

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Cohen 

Mr. David A. Collins

Louella Cook Foundation

CooperVision Surgical, Inc.

Mr. John D. Copanos/The Kirk 
A. Copanos Foundation

Marjorie & Irving Cowan*

Barry S. Crown

Dade Community Foundation

Dahlawi Family

The Arthur Vining/
Davis Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Jim H. Derryberry

Mr. Christopher C. Dewey

Mr. Joseph Dieppa

Dr. & Mrs. Peter Dockter

Ms. Florence B. Dowdy*

Mrs. Otto E. Dreikorn

Mr. & Mrs. Alexander W. Dreyfoos

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Eads

Dr. Charles W. Eifrig

The Eye Bank for Sight 
Restoration, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce L. Everette

Richard M. Fairbanks 
Foundation, Inc.

Charles S. & L. Jean Faller

Mrs. Anita Feig

Feig Family Foundation

Mrs. Norma MatzFenton*

Michael A. Fentress*

Dr. Maurice R. Ferre/
Cami Foundation,Inc. 

Jose Luis Ferreira de Melo

Maurice & Gertrude Finkle*

Carl T. Fischer, Sr.*

Florman Family Foundation, Inc.

The Honorable Rex Ford

Dr. Richard K. & Janet Forster

Mrs. Muriel S. Freund

Adelaide Gambrill Bowen*

Dewey & Janet Gargiulo*

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Y. Garrett III

The Marilyn Gaylord 
Charitable Trust

Mrs. Carole S. Gerstein

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Gilbert

Dr. & Mrs. Donald Golden

Goldman Sachs Group, Inc.

Steven E. Goldman, Esq.  

Mr. Hattye & *Paul Gordon

Samuel & Norma Gordon

Phyllis &*Lee Gorin

Richard C. & Francelia A. Gozon

Greater Miami Jewish Federation

Samuel Grossman

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Gurowitz

Mr. & Mrs. Alfredo D. Gutierrez

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hackleman

Mr. & Mrs. Lee F. Hager

Mrs. Patricia Hauben

Herman Haimovici, M.D.*

James M. Haley

Ms. Marjorie L. Haley*

Mr. & Mrs. Dana A. Hamel/
The D.A. Hamel Family 
Charitable Trust

Anne M. Heeb*

Elizabeth T. Heim & Margaret 
L. Rigby Memorial Fund*

Mary B. Hirsch*

Mr. & Mrs. Tibor Hollo

Tibor & Sheila Hollo 
Charitable Foundation

Mr. Michael D. Horvitz  

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert  H. Jacobi  

Ann Powell Jacobs* 

Dr. Norman& Ann Jaffe*

Ms. Birgit U. Jahina, C.P.A.

Lucille K. Johnson*

Dr. Eugene E. & Marlene Joyce

Hannah* & Marvin Kamin

Mr.* & Mrs. David Kantor

Ms. Michele Kaplan

Dr. Danielle Katz Squires

Michael Katz

Mr.* & Mrs. W. George Kennedy

Ms. Ardith D. Kenny 

George & Joan Kessel

Michele & Howard Kessler 

John S. & James L. 
Knight Foundation

Izola Kruger*

Mrs. Louis J. Kuriansky*

Robert E. & Ann D. Kusch

The Eleanor Naylor Dana 
Charitable Trust

Helene S. Lantz*

Anthony Lapka*

James & Marjorie Leenhouts

Michael R. Levine

Rose Lichtenstein*

Mr. Michael Liebowitz

Life in Naples Magazine

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Thomas Lowe

R. Cathleen Cox McFarlane 
Charitable Foundation, Inc. 

Jeannine P. Merrien*

Dr. Fred Moll 

Mr. & Mrs. Maren Moore

John & Sue Morrison

Mr. Austin Muller & Ms. Jill J. Otto  

Mr.* & Mrs. Linton Murdock  

Mr. Alan Murray

Albert  H. Nahmad

Albert H. & Jane D. Nahmad 
Foundation, Inc. 

Charles Nenner

Anne Niedwiecki*

Novartis

Belle Ochiltree*

Mr. & Mrs. Jose Ortega

Dave & Deb Perkins 

Mrs. Mary Perper

Phillips Foundation

The William H. Pitt 
Foundation, Inc.  

The Plum Foundation

Gladys Post*

Samir M. Ragheb

Gertrude Reis*

Retina Research Foundation

Guy B. Rhoton

Louis Richards*

Harold & Carolyn 
Robison Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Rodack

Mildred Rohrlick*

William & NancyRollnick

Diane Ross-Glazer, Ph.D

Walter M. Ross  

Helena Rubinstein Foundation

Sanbio, Inc.

John & Heloine Savoir

Dr. Norman I. Schatz

Anjette* & Fred Scheiman

Richard M. Schulze 
Family Foundation 

Ruth Schumann*

Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Semcer

Mrs. Josiah Shamroth

Edward W. Smith Jr. Foundation

Elaine Grosfield Spero

Danielle L. Squires, M.D.

Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Stone

Steven B. & Caroline Tanger

Thomsen Foundation Inc.

Roy & Niuta Titus Foundation

Topcon Medical Systems Inc.

The Dennis Turner & 
Wallace Cook Families

United of Martin County

Mr. & Mrs. Roger A. Ward

Waterside Shops 

Ms. Laura Weinsoff*

Robert S. Wennett & 
Mario Cader-Frech

The Wolf Foundation

Gladys DuBois Yaffey*

Ghassan Zein  

Mr. & Mrs. John Zelaya 

Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Zelcer 

Mr. & Mrs. Sy Ziv*

*In loving memory

Donations listed as of June 1, 2020 –
May 31, 2021
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The Vision Society
Donors whose gifts total $10,000 – $49,999 are recognized in the Vision Society,  
honoring their vision of a world free of blindness.

Mrs. Sam H. Abramson

Mrs. Ana Adler

Advanced Cell Technology

Advanced Medical Optics

Mrs. Anna R. Alberico*

Mr. Leo N. Albert*

John Alexander*

Alimera Sciences, Inc.

Mrs. Angela Alvarez

AMO USA, Inc.

August S.* & Bette Andersen

Dr. Douglas & Wirtley Anderson

The Angels of Charity, Inc.

Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew L. Ansin

The Jack & Harriet Appel 
Foundation Trust 

The Applebaum Foundation

Viola J. Anterburn, Jr., Esq.*

Mr. & Mrs. Ural Ataman

Mr. Herman Auerbach*

Mr. Burton August

David C. Auth, Ph.D., P.E.

Mr. & Mrs. William Avery

Mr. Richard E. Azar

Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Baer

Vernon* & Eva Ball

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Baird*

Mr. & Mrs. H. Barnhouse

Joan B. & Richard L. Barovick 
Family Foundation 

Mr. Myron B. Bauer

Mr. Lang Baumgarten

Ms. Paula A. Bebj

Dr. Carmine & Carol Bedotto

Mr. James A. Bell*

Dr. Stuart H. Bender

Bernie Bercuson*

Estate of Louis Berens

In memory of Milton Bergman*

Judy Bergman

Dr. Samuel Berkowitz  

Malcolm & Sandra R. Berman  

Mr. Morris Bernhard*

Mrs. Helen B. Bernstein-Fealy

I. Jack & Elsie Bernstein 
Foundation

Better Vision Institute

Roger E. & Mary L. Birk

David* & Susan Bisgeier

The Bauer Bisgeier Foundation

Harold & Erika Bishins

Alfreda Blagaich-Smith

Lawrence J. & Lynn M. Blanford

Esther Blattner*

Helen P. Blauvelt*

Dr. & Mrs. Christopher F. Blodi

Ms. Judith Bloom

Morris  & *Olga Bluestein

Ms. Leslie N. Bluhm

Ms. Jeanne Blumberg*

Ms. Florence R. Blunden*

In memory of Edith June Blyler *

D. Dixon Boardman

Ms. Constance M. Boggild*

Mrs. Sorrel Ross Bollet*

Mr. Samuel Bolnik*

Ms. Lydia Borgatta

Mr. James R. Borynack & 
Mr. Adolfo Zaralegui

Dr. Elizabeth Bowden  

Anita & *Leonard Boxer

Mr.* & Mrs. William M. Boyer

John F. & Denise M. Bracco 

Gordon* & Trudy Brekus

Arthur* & Marilynn Bressman

Breyer Foundation Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Henry W. Breyer, III

Mr. Jack Brier

The Shepard Broad Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. James L. Broadhead 

Mrs. Rena M. Broidy*

Mr.* & Mrs. Sheldon V. Brooks

Sara B. Brorein

Mr. Colon Brown, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. John B. Brown

The Brunetti Foundation

Mr. James Bryan/Auto 
Team Management

Mr. Ken Bryfogle, Jr.    

Mrs. Blanche S. Buck*

Faye Buchbinder*

Dr. Helmut*& Heide Buettner

Mr. and Mrs. J. Gary Burkhead

Elsie Burstein

David H. & Betty J. Burrows

Betty M. & David H. Burrows, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. George Bursak

Jean J. Busch

Mr. Samuel T. Byron 

Mrs. Joanne B. Calafiura

Rita Campo

Mr. & Mrs. Hilario F. Candela

Canon U.S.A., Inc.

Mrs. Iris Cantor

Robert & Colette N. Cardone

Ms. Hazel H. Carlson*

Mr. Joseph L. Carlton 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenny Carmel

Mr. Robert A. Carnavil

Mr. Michael A. Carpenter 

Ms. Joy Carr

Thomas J. & Constance Cassady*

Daniel S. Catalfumo Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Ms. Nancy Cath*

John Cavender, M.D.

Sy & Joyce Chadroff

Mr. Philip H. Chakeres

Mr. & Mrs. Alberto Chamorro

Mrs. Leona Chanin

Marcy & Leona Chanin 
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey R. 
Chaplin/Southern Wine & 
Spirits of America, Inc.

Alvah H. & Wyline P. 
Chapman Foundation

Dr. Steve Charles

A. Mabis & Jane Chase*

Dr. Percival & Carolyn Chee

Mr. & Mrs. Te Chen

Chengdu Kanghong 
Biotechnology Co. Ltd.

Dr. Renate Chevli

The Chicago Community 
Foundation

Clarity Medical Systems, Inc.

Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Clark

Dr. S. William Clark, III

Dr. Henry Clayman

Clayman Family 
Charitable Foundation

Mr. Charles E. Cobb/The 
Cobb Family Foundation

Alan & Myrna Cohen 
Family Foundation 

Ms. Carol Rae Cohen

Dr.*& Mrs. Nathan Cohen

Jean & David Colker*

Mrs. Mary Call Darby Collins*

Collins Charitable 
Foundation, Inc. 

James J. Colt Foundation, Inc.

CooperVision Surgical, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Harold F. Corrigan

Mr. & Mrs. George J. Cosgrove

Connecticut School 
of Broadcasting

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas B. Coulter

Henry T. Courtney, Esq.

Shirley I. Cowell*

Mrs. Pauline W. Crawford*

Judge A. Jay & Eleanor Cristol*

Mr. Gary B. Crouch

Robert Crystal

Dr. William Culbertson

Dr. Victor& Mary Louise Curtin*

Jeanne Curtiss*

Mrs. Alice Ginther Cutrona

Mrs. Jenny Cyker

Judge Irving* & Hazel Cypen

Patricia Dahl

The Eleanor Naylor Dana 
Charitable Trust

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Danker

Ms. Alice L. Davidson*

The Marvin H. Davidson 
Foundation, Inc. 

James L. Davis*

Shelia Smith Davis

Ms. Martha Debrule

Gerard & Brooke de Gunzburg

Mary De Gunzburg*

John & Elizabeth Deinhardt*

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Deitch

Leslie Delman

Steven Feig/Delray Lighting, Inc.

Dr. David R. DeMartini

Mrs. Cecile L. Demers*

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Denison

Ms. Bonnie Deutsch 

The Richard & Helen 
DeVos Foundation

Edward L. Diefenthal

Mr. Henry T. Diehl*

Mrs. Maureen M. Donell

Robert G. Miranda Donnelley

Virginia P. Dooley*

Karyn & Stuart Dornfield

Mr. & Mrs. James Dorsey

Dreman Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Alexander W. Dreyfoos

Mr. Irving L. Duchan

Dr.* Lee R. & Alvina Duffner

Mr. & Mrs. Tully F. Dunlap

Mr.* & Mrs. Atwood Dunwody

Peter & Pamella Dupuis

Mary Elizabeth Durant*

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Eaton 

Mrs. Jill Eber 

Mr. & Mrs. Aaron J. Edelstein
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Margaret Edelstein*

The Robert & Gail Edelstein 
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Stefan Edlis

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Edwards

The Eliasberg Family 
Foundation, Inc.  

Gary & Janet Ellis

Ms. Nancy J. Ellison

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Elmore*

The Dorothy Erismann 
Foundation

Ms. Caroline Ervin

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ervin

The Saul & Theresa 
Esman Foundation

Doug Esson & Carol Gilman

Mr.* & Mrs. Daniel Ettlinger

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce L. Evans

Mr. and Mrs. William Everett 

Mr. Jeffrey P. Eves 

The Eye Bank for Sight 
Restoration, Inc.

Ms. Frieda Fain*

Mr. Donald R. Farquhar*

Mr. Mark Feldberg  

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Fields*

Fifth Third Bank

Mr. Russell W. Fisher 

Dr. & Mrs. Yale Fisher

Dr. & Mrs. Marc L. Fishman 

Ms. Anne Fleisher*

Dugald A. Fletcher

Florescue Family Foundation

Dr. Harry W. & Donna D. Flynn

Dr.* & Mrs. John T. Flynn

Jeanne J. Ford*

Mr. Charles M. Foster

Anne Halapin Francis*

Charlotte & Morton Frank*

Ms. Louise Freas*

Dr. Ronald Frenkel/The Meyer & 
Anna Prentis Family Foundation

Muriel S. Freund

Kathy & Fritz Friday

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Friedland*

Fred & Jane Friedman

Mrs. Elizabeth A. Fuchs  

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Fuchs*

Dr. Tadashi & Toshi Fujino

Dr. Dwain G. & Patricia Fuller

Michael S. Fuller & Jerry L. Lewis

Dr. Wayne E. & Helen Fung

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Gaines

Mr. & Mrs. Muriel Gammage*

In honor of Dr. Donald Gass*

Mr. & Mrs. Martin J. Gelb 

Dr. & Mrs. Henry Gelender

Mr. Bertram Milfred Gerson

Robert A. Giacin/Community 
Service Foundation of 
Broward County

John W & Virginia W. Gildea

Ms. Grace M. Gilson*

Mr. Mario Gimenez*

Drs. Joel Glaser* & 
Norman J. Schatz Fund at 
The Miami Foundation

GlaxoSmithKline

Ms. Marion Golden

Mr. Irving Goldman*

Ms. Helen A. Goldsmith*

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Goldsmith

Marilyn Goldstein*

Jonathan & Suzanne Gopman

Dr. Ken Gordon  

Michael S. Gordon

Mr. & Mrs. Morton Goudiss

The Tamra Gould & Howard 
Amster II Philanthropic Fund

Mary M. Graham

Barbara Greene

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Gressel

Greystone Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Gross  

Chateau Ocean, LLC  

Susen & Herb Grossman

Cecil Hackett

Ms. Dorothy E. Hadden*

Lauren F. Hager, Esq.

Irma Haigh*

Mr. James M. Haley

George E. Hall

Mr. Malcolm Hall

The Henry E. Haller, 
Jr. Foundation 

Mr. Roy Halman

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Halmos

Mrs. Harriet C. Halpryn

Edgar Hamm Trust

Sol & Minnie Handwerker

Mr. Bahaa R. Hariri

Ms. Paula J. Harris

Dr.* & Mrs. Glen Harrison

Fred L. Hartley Family 
Foundation

Abraham* & Wendy Hases

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Haymes

Mrs. Roscoe G. Haynie*

Ms. Ghislaine H. Head

Mr. & Mrs. Philip E. Hecht

Mr. David J. Heffernan*

Mr. Allen G. Heintzelman*

Mrs. Lorna S. Heisler

Mr. Ingeborg Helfers*

Ted* & Carole Hepburn

Mrs. Marjorie T. Herdon

Mr. & Mrs. Javier Herran

Lester K. & Mildred Hersch

Mr. Elliot Hershberg 

Ms. Mary Louise Hieber*

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hills

George F. Hilton, M.D.*

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Hochwald*

Doris  & Martin Hoffman 
Family Foundation, Inc.

Bernice Hokin

Mercedes G. Holey*

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Hollub

Mr. Don Horwitz

The Hovey Foundation

Ms. Geraldine Howlett*

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence D. Howell II

House of Blues 
Entertainment, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley S. Hubbard

The Hubbard Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. David M. Hunter*

Sanford & Judith Huston

Francoise Hutchison*

Mrs. Arthur Huttoe

Dr. William L. & Sue Hutton

Ida Hutzler Charitable Trust

The Inserra Family Foundation

The International Research 
Foundation for

Children’s Eyecare Inc.

Intralase Corporation

Investors Trust Assurance SPC

IOP, Inc.

ISTA Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. DikranIzmirlian

J.A.B. Ophthalmics

Dr. & Mrs. Scott L. Jaben

Lola & Donald* Jacobson

Dr. Norman & Ann Jaffe*

Mr.* & Mrs. John C. Jansing

Ms. Anna H. Jennings*

Dr. & Mrs. Andrew G. Jessiman

Jewish Community 
Federation of Cleveland

Jewish Federation of 
Omaha Foundation

Jewish Guild Healthcare

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Tom W. Johnson 

Johnsonville LLC

Alfred L. Johnston

Mr. & Mrs. Hyman Joseph*

Dr. Eugene E. & Marlene Joyce

Ruth B. Kamaiko*

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Kamis

Mr. & Mrs. Burton Kahn*

Mr. & Mrs. Morton Kalin

Mr. George A. Karam

Helene C. Karp

Jeanne Kaskey*

Mrs. Margaret A. Kassab*

Mr. & Mrs. William Kassling

Ms. Margot Kaufmann*

Mr. & Mrs. Arne Kauppinen*

Ms. Mildred Kaye*

Ms. Shirley H. Keeti*

KeyBank National Association

Karl Kirchgessner Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kelley

Mr. Henry A. Keller, Sr.*

Mrs. Elizabeth L. Kelly*

Ms. Helen P. Kelly*

Mr. & Mrs. James Kempe

Mrs. Ardith D. Kenny

Wendel & *Evelyn Kent

George & Joan Kessel

Edward Kesten

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Kinney

Dr.* & Mrs. Ralph E. Kirsch

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Kislak

The Kislak Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Ms. Iris Kite*

Ms. Helene Klein*

Dr. Elliot* & Fruema Klorfein

Knights Templar Eye 
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Henry O. Koehler*

Ms. Fay Koenig*

Ms. Nancy Komorowski

Mr. Robert A. Kotick

Mrs. Roz Kovens

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kramer

Sharon Kranys

Mr. Mario Kreutzberger

Dr. & Mrs. Jan W. Kronish

Joseph Kubacka, Jr.

Lawrence & Marcia Kunken

Jeffrey C. Kusch

Gertrude G. La Londe*
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The Vision Society
Mr. & Mrs. Gary S. Lachman/
Lachman Family Foundation  

Ann W. LaFontaine*

Mr. & Mrs. John Lance

Landon Family Foundation

The Kenneth A. Lattman 
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lauer

Mr. A.J.W. Le Bien*

Mrs. Mary J. Leahey*

The Gary & Bernice Lebbin 
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Max Lebow*

Mr. Bruce B. Lederman (new)

Patricia Lee

Dr. Richard Lee

Mr. Edward J. Leik

Aleathea V. Leonard*

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Leonard

Ainsworth Leslie

A. & S. Leslie Family Trust

Richard & Kathy Lesser

Mr. William Levenson*

Dr. Bern M. Levine     

Ruth Levkoff

Ms. Gerda Levy

Dr. Mary Lou Lewis & 
Mr. Jack* Lewis

Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Liddy

Lile Family Foundation  

Mr. & Mrs. Peter B. Lilly

Mr. Walter Linde

George L. Lindemann, Jr.

Mr. Dennis Ling & 
Mrs. Janice Teal  

The Lipman Family Farms

Mr. Meyer Lipson*

Mr. Gus Lobenwein*

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lombart

Barbara Collins Longe

Paul R. Lux*

The Macula Society

Mrs. David Mahoney  

Mrs. France  Maichin*

The Mailman Foundation

Ms. Jacqueline Malloy

Ms. Ruth Malloy*

Ms. Helena A. Manning*

Mrs. Mary Mikesell Mapp*

Charles B. & Helga Marqusee

Jaime & Magda Marti

Julia & Morris Mash*

Mrs. Carrie Turino Mastronardi*

Mr. William M. Matthews  

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Mayer

Dr. & Mrs. John B. McBeath

The McCashin Family

Robert & Lorraine McCashin

Ms. Patricia A. McConnell 

Clare Broeker McCormick*

Robert  J. McDonald

Brenda & John McGlade

Mrs. Erin McGould

Mr. James McIntosh

Dr. & Mrs. Paul J. McKenna

Dr. & Mrs. Brian R. McKillop

Ms. Evelyn E. McLaughlin*

Ms. Maureen M. McLaughlin

Amy McLean

Amy & William McLean, Jr. 

Mr. Michael B. McLearn

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel McLendon*

Dr.  Jerry & Rhona Meislik

MEJOR Fund

Mellon Private Wealth 
Management

Mr. Eric Mendelson   

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Menowitz

The Harold & Sophie 
Menowitz Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Mark F. Mergen

Merrill Lynch & Co. 
Foundation, Inc.

Thomas M.* & Sarah V. Mettler

Deborah Meyer*

Lena Meyers*

The Miami Foundation

Pauline & George Michel, Jr.

Mr. Donald K. Miller 

Dr. & Mrs. Edward S. Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Miller 

Dr. Gordon R. Miller*

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Monroe Milstein

Mitchell Wolfson, Sr. Foundation

Ms. Susanne Mock*

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mondshine  

Antonietta Mongillo

Mr. & Mrs. Dudley L. Moore   

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Moran

Mr. Southwood J. Morcott

Mr. Andres Moreno

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert N. Morgan

Joyce Wallace Morgan

Frank N.* & Deborah 
Morgenstern

Mr. H. B. Morley 

Ms. Marion F. Mosher*

Ms. Mildred B. Mount*

Florence Green Mufson*

Mrs. Colleen Murphy & 
Mr. Paul Skapura

John P. Murray Jr. Family

Joseph L. Muscarelle 
Foundation, Inc.

Peter L. Myers

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Myrua

Mr.* &  Mrs. Robert  Naegele

Mr. & Mrs. Randy Nelson

Robert & Judi Newman 
Family Foundation    

Naples Daily News

Neovista, Inc.

Neurotech USA, Inc.

Erika Ehrlich Newman

Nidek, Incorporated

Anne Niedwiecki*

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nolan

Northern Trust Bank of Florida

Northern Trust, N.A.

Northern Trust Bank 
West Florida Region

Novartis

Novartis Farmaceutica, S.A. De C.

Novartis Pharma Logistics Inc.

Ms. Sara O’Connell

Drs. Karl R. Olsen & 
Martha E. Hildebrandt

William & Joyce O’Meara

Ophthotech Corporation

Optical Department of 
Miami/Angel Perez 

Optovue, Inc.

Oraya Therapeutics, Inc.

Dr. Robert & Barbara Osher

Ms. Elizabeth Padron 

Mr. Jose O. Padron

Padron Family Foundation, Inc.

Palm Healthcare Foundation

Mrs. Helen E. Palmer*

Ms. Phyllis Palmer Dirkes

PanOptica, Inc.

Ms. Joan Goldstein Parker

The Payne Fund

Bernard S.* & Marjorie D. Peck

Mrs. Ursula Peckerman

Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Pedone

Norma K. Perdue*

Dr. David Perlberg*

Helen Perlberg*

Mary Jane Perlberg*

Mr. Stanley Perlmeter*

Mrs. Joseph Pesenti

Ms. Margaret C. Peyton

Ms. Sybil A. Pickett*

Mr. Julius Edward Pierce*

Mr.* & Mrs. Richard C. Pietrafesa

Mr. & Mrs. Frank T. Pilotte

Ms. Gertrude Piotrkiewicz*

Mr. Frank H. Poe*

Mrs. Beatrice Polevoy

Mr. Sheldon S. Polish  

Ms. Zwia Pollen*

Mr. & Mrs. J. Pollio Jr.

Pollio Family Foundation, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey L. Poppel

Sir Edward & *Lady 
Anna Lee Porter

Dr. & Mrs. Irwin Potash

Potentia Pharmaceuticals

Dr. James O. Powell

Mrs. Dorothy Preefer*

Prevent Blindness Florida

Mr. & Mrs. Lance R. Primis

Mr. & Mrs. John Pulling

Mr. Patrick Putzi

Mr. & Mrs. Leroy B. Raffel

Ms. Jean B. Rand*

Ms. Berthola Rasmussen*

Mrs. Ruth T. Rauch

Ms. Adele G. Reed*

Ms. Mary C. Reilly*

Ms. Emily Reily*

Fred A. Reisman

Eli Reiss & Sally T. Reiss 
Intervivos Trust 

Mr. B. Coleman Renick, Jr.

Mrs. Stella A. Renshaw*

Retina Research Foundation

Ms. Janice Revitz

J. Walter* & Phyllis H. Rex

Oliver A. Reynolds*

Guy B. Rhoton

Mrs. Marion Rice*

Robert R. & Joyce L. Rice 

Louis Richards

Mr. & Mrs. Craig Rickert

Eric Ridder, Jr.

Helen Rider*

Rifkin Family Foundation

Leandro Rizzuto Foundation

Gussie Robbins

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Robinson

Gilbert J. Rose, M.D.

Ms. Leslie Rose

Jerry Rosenbaum, M.D.

Kenneth Rosenberg Foundation

Bernis & *Richard Rosenbloom
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Dr. Steven I. & Lisa Rosenfeld

In honor of Philip J. Rosenfeld

from a grateful patient

Mr. & Mrs. Barry P. Rosenthal

The Rosenstiel Foundation

Ms. Nancy Ross

Matthew Roth

Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Roth

Ronnie Roth

Mr. & Mrs. Seymour Roth

Justin Rothberg/Eyes Ahead

Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Rothfuss*
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May 31, 2021
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The Society for Encouraging Endowment
This society recognizes those individuals who ensure Bascom Palmer Eye Institute’s legacy by making the 
Institute a beneficiary of their estate or financial plans. Please let us know if you have included Bascom Palmer  
in your estate plans so we may recognize your investment in our future.
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Ways To Give
There are many ways you can further 
Bascom Palmer’s sight-saving research 

with a charitable donation.
Visit www.BascomPalmer.org/giving  

to learn more. 

Donate Online
Donor-Advised Funds

Tribute/Memorial Program
Corporate/Corporate Matching Gifts

Estate and Planned Giving, Securities, 
Bequests

Endowed Funds
Naming Gift Opportunities

http://www.BascomPalmer.org/giving
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Bascom Palmer
20 years at #1.

No end in sight.

When U.S. News & World Report asked board-certified ophthalmologists who they look to 
for the best ophthalmic care in America, one name has appeared at the top of the list, year 
after year after year: Bascom Palmer Eye Institute. In fact, Bascom Palmer just received the 
No. 1 ranking in the nation for an unprecedented 20th time. We thank all the dedicated 
ophthalmologists around the country who recognize the efforts of the physicians, researchers, 
educators and staff at Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, and we thank our patients for entrusting 

their vision to ours. We look forward to many years of continued success together.
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Miami 
Anne Bates Leach Eye Center  
900 NW 17 Street 
Miami, Florida 33136 
305-326-6000 

Information 305-243-2020
Toll free in USA 800-329-7000

bascompalmer.org

Palm Beach Gardens 
7101 Fairway Drive 
Palm Beach Gardens  
Florida 33418 
561-515-1500

Naples 
3880 Tamiami Trail North 
Naples, Florida 34103 
239-659-3937

Plantation 
8100 SW 10 Street 
Plantation, Florida 33324 
954-465-2700 

Coral Gables 
The Lennar Foundation  
Medical Center 
5555 Ponce de Leon Boulevard 
Coral Gables, Florida 33146 
305-689-0416 

Top row: Drs. Ranya Habash, Audina Berrocal, Kendall Donaldson, Anat Galor, Bottom row: Drs. Alana Grajewski, Janet Davis, Hilda Capó, 
Carol Karp, Sonia Yoo

Power Personified page 14
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